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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish


 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  April 6, 2025 

FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
The quality of driving on our streets 
has decreased significantly in the past 
few years. 
 
Perhaps you’ve seen this, too. 
Excessive speeding on 63rd Street, 
Austin Ave., Archer Ave., and Cicero 
Ave. There is also reckless 
abandonment by drivers at stop signs 
and red lights. It seems stop signs and 
red lights are now optional for some 
people. Impatient drivers honk their 
horns as soon as the traffic light turns 
green. And of course, we’ve 
witnessed or heard about the street 
takeovers at intersections that take 
place late at night. 
 
Why bring this up in a parish bulletin? 
Because this aforementioned traffic 
behavior is but one external symptom 
of a much deeper issue plaguing our 
culture. Individualism, selfishness, 
and impatience are on the rise. This is 
not good for the common good. 
 
Freedom is confused with license. 
They are not the same thing. 
Freedom comes with responsibility 
and involves words like “could” and 
“should.” License, however, is doing 
whatever you so desire without 
concern for individual or societal 
consequences, and far too many of 
our fellow citizens think freedom 
means license to do whatever. 
 
St. John Paul II wrote, “When 
freedom does not have a purpose, 
when it does not wish to know 

anything about the rule of law 
engraved in the hearts of men and 
women, when it does not listen to the 
voice of conscience, it turns against 
humanity and society.” 
Freedom involves responsibility on 
the part of each citizen. 
 
Viktor Frankl gives us some more 
food for thought. He wrote, “That is 
why I recommend that the Statue of 
Liberty on the East Coast be 
supplemented by a Statue of 
Responsibility on the West Coast.” 
 
As Christians, we ascent to God’s love 
and God’s law; to love and truth, 
which must go together. Woe to us as 
human beings when we attempt to 
separate love and truth, and that is 
precisely what is happening in our 
culture today. Truth is on trial as we 
slide toward total relativism, which 
insists there is no such thing as 
objective truth. 
 
This is much bigger than speeding, 
red lights, and honking. The disregard 
for authentic freedom and the 
twisting of right and wrong, good and 
evil, begins to permeate all corners of 
our culture; from elected officials to 
corporate CEOs to media personnel 
to church leaders. Why is it wrong to 
run a red light when those who make 
the laws flaunt the law in other areas 
of life? Our leaders consciously or 
unconsciously live the mantra, “Rules 
for thee but not for me.” 
 
This leads the general populace to 
lose trust in our leaders. We sense 
that the law only applies to the little 
guy while those in positions of power 
can do whatever it is they want to do. 
This is a crisis of integrity; a crisis of 
leadership. Wearing a fancy business 
suit or donning a bishop’s miter does 
not exempt someone obeying God’s 
law, which includes “You shall not 
murder. You shall not steal. You shall 
not lie.” 

Lawlessness is not the route to go for 
us; not in the streets, not in our 
homes, not in our businesses, not in 
our government, not in our churches. 
We must live our lives mindful of God 
and mindful of one another as human 
beings made in the image and 
likeness of God. This is called 
reverence. This is called respect. And 
our man-made laws must be guided 
by love and truth, which means 
guided by a Law (God) that is much 
bigger than any politician, judge, 
lawyer, or clergyman. 
 
A majority vote can go ahead and 
declare murder legal. However, 
making something legal doesn’t make 
it morally right, no matter how much 
we seek to fool ourselves. 
 
May we as Christians do our part to 
be personally responsible for our 
words and actions, and may we be 
beacons of light for those growing 
tired of the darkness. 
 
Quote -- “The fullest freedom I had 
ever known, the greatest sense of 
security, came from abandoning my 
will to do only the will of God.” --  
Fr. Walter Ciszek 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Catholic Christians, we believe that 
baptism is the entry point for any 
person to come into the Church and 
the family of God. This harkens back 
to the Great Commission Jesus gave 
to his disciples shortly before his 
Ascension: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Baptism 
was what came before the teachings, 
the doctrines, and the other aspects 
of the Christian life. In the creed, 
then, we “confess one Baptism for 
the forgiveness of sins”. I’m reminded 
of this every time I baptize a child, 
such as my niece Kathryn (picture 
below). 
 
Regardless of who baptizes a specific 
believer, if he or she is baptized with 
water “in the name of the Father, of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,” then 
that individual is baptized into the 
community of faith we call the 
Church. This one baptism unites all 
followers of Christ, regardless of 
denominational differences. It is a 
one-time event that is not repeated 
and is never revoked. Christ instituted 
a Church, entered into by baptism, 
through which the ongoing work of 
salvation, started at the Incarnation, 
is carried out. 
 
Baptism has a number of effects for 
those who receive it: 
• Washes away the original sin 

inherited from our first parents 
and all other sin 

• Becoming a “new creation” as an 

adopted child of God, and thus a 
“partaker of divine nature” 

• Becoming a temple of the Holy 
Spirit 

• Incorporating us into the Church 
• Seals the Christian with the 

indelible spiritual mark 
• Becoming a priest, prophet, and 

king 
 
At the time it was established, the 
action of baptizing was not loaded 
with the meaning we understand and 
celebrate today. Prior to Jesus, the 
Greek word baptizo had the sense of 
dipping, submerging, or immersing an 
object. Some had seen John the 
Baptist practicing it as a penitential 
act of repentance. That baptism was 
a gesture of humility before God that 
invited a new beginning. By being 
immersed in the water, those who 
came to John recognized that they 
had sinned and begged God for 
purification. It was a literal immersion 
into water that symbolized 
regeneration.  
 
The baptismal rite we celebrate today 
still features water and an immersion, 
but this immersion brings with it 
actual regeneration. The life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ changed 
the entire concept of baptizing 
beyond just purification and toward 
actual union with God. Indeed, a 
more accurate translation for the 
command Jesus gives is that the 
disciples baptize people into the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. There is a sense of movement, 
not a mere indication of location.  
 
Jesus is asking us to be dynamically 
immersed into Trinitarian life, into 
the intimate relationship and love 
shared by the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. This is the renewal 
that Christ brings - fullness to the 
concept of baptism as submersion. 
Through this act with water, God’s 
love is poured out upon them, 

cleansing them, and inserting them 
into the very life and relationships of 
Jesus. Baptism’s cleansing waters 
destroy what cannot coexist with 
God’s holiness and love. In its place, 
the Blessed Trinity becomes the new 
vital principle of life. 
 
So, when we witness a baptism or use 
holy water, our hearts as believers 
should be drawn to this full idea of 
immersion and submersion. We are 
asked to submerge ourselves into the 
Trinity again and again, and then live 
out of that relationship. The initial 
submersion at baptism is a pivotal 
event in life. It allows us to return 
over and over to God the Father with 
Jesus his Savior in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
It’s an event that deserves 
remembrance. I encourage everyone 
to celebrate their baptism every year 
as you would a birthday. When you 
celebrate, be reminded of what 
baptism means and what is given to 
us. We are tapped into the source. 
Through the baptismal entry door, we 
are empowered to stay close to the 
Church and her sacraments that will 
help us all live this life submerged in 
self-giving Trinitarian love. From that 
font, we grow and mature in our faith 
to bear fruits of holiness.  
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OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please hear 
our intentions for the month of  

 
  

APRIL 
 

ALL LIVING & DECEASED OF THE KOUNTIS, BARA, & 
KUDWA FAMILIES: given by Dee. 
 
4th ANNIVERSARY FOR RAFAEL ALVAREZ:  
given by Family. 
 
ALL LIVING & DECEASED OF THE SULLIVAN & 
PRENDERGAST FAMILIES: given by Family. 
 
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY: 03/30/25: $9,836.00 
                                                                               

Split the Pot Winning Envelope #:  63706: $415.00  
                                                                     
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 

 
 
 

ONLINE/ELECTRONIC  
DONATIONS 

 

$8,441.75 
 

 February 1, 2025 to February 28, 2025 
 

Total number of transactions:  
252 

OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

APRIL 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
4th ANNIVERSARY FOR RAFAEL ALVAREZ, SR.:  
given by Prendergast Family. 
 
 
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  
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For the week of: 
 

April 5th - April 13th  

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Friday April 11th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Peace for Daniel Sarlitto 
Health & God’s Blessings for Idzi Stacherczak (Mary Kolimas) 
Christine Newsome (Midway Fellowship Club) 
 

Saturday April 12th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Eileen Woulfe (Woulfe Family) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Fr. Matt Compton (Mary Kolimas) 
Rosemary Healy (Jonathan Myslinski) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Kathy Calcagno (Lullo Family) 
Larry Piotrowski (Jeanie) 
Birthday Blessings for Amelia E. Cruz (Family) 
God’s Blessings for a Safe & Healthy Delivery for Jocelyn & 
Baby Vaca (Love) 

 

Sunday April 13th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Ceil Bohan (Mary Sarlitto) 
Carole Signore (Pat Soltis & Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Heavenly Anniversary for Rafael Alvarez Sr. (Family) 
Stanley Witkowski (Arlene Scaletta) 
Joe Murphy (Margaret Scanlon) 
All Living & Deceased Members of the Byrne & O’Leary 
Families (Bea & Family) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob| Choir 

Ben P & Estelle Shafer (Ben & Judy Shafer) 
Mercedes Valentin & All Deceased Members of Valentin 
Family (Family) 
Robert Hilbruner (Kuhtic Family) 
Henry & Helen Kroll (Family) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
PRO POPULO 

Saturday April 5th  
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Bob Compton & Kim Boll (Wife & Mother) 
Thomas Murray (Family)

 

 

Sunday April 6th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Kathy Arvetis (Husband) 
Theodore & Stella Szydlowski (Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob| Choir 

Mike Byrne (Wife Bea & Family) 
Michael P. Lynch (Nancy Markham) 
William Wantuck Sr. (Kolasinski Family) 
All Members Living & Deceased of the Altar & Rosary Society 
(Altar & Rosary) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

PRO POPULO 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Marico Paul Nambo, Jr. (Mary Trendle) 
 

Monday April 7th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Herman & Verna Bartkowiak (Rudar Family) 
Janis Marie Rapacz (Peg Siebenaler) 
Lori O’Connor (Sister & Family) 
Victoria Michalec (Daughter Angela) 

 

Tuesday April 8th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Birthday Blessings for Daniel Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Jack Ruby (Mary Kolimas) 
All Living & Deceased Members of the John & Mary Kolimas 
Family (Mary Kolimas) 

 

Wednesday April 9th 
08:00 AM |St. Symphorosa 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Fr. Norm (Mary Kolimas) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Pat Soltis (Mary Kolimas)  
 

Thursday April 10th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Health & God’s Blessings for Fr. Kevin (Mary Kolimas) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Arlene Scaletta (Mary Kolimas) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Janet Magiera (Mary Kolimas) 

 
 
 
 
If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Ann Schreck 

Aaron Orman 
Lorraine Kafka 
David Quinlan 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  April 6, 2025 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 

St. Daniel the Prophet  
SUPER BINGO  

April 12th  
6:00-10:00 pm in Brennan Hall 

  
Doors open at 6:00 pm.   

The first of 10 games will begin            
promptly at 6:30 pm.  

Each ticket will provide the player with  
10 playing sheets (9 cards per sheet). 
Food and water or soda is included. 

  
Tickets are $40.00 per person and can be purchased from the 

rectory or school 
Checks made payable to St. Daniel the Prophet.  

Sorry, no refunds. Money due April 10th.  
  

Cash Prizes, Door Prizes,  
Pull-tabs and The Wheel!  

  
*Our goal is to play 10 games,  

the quantity of games played will  
depend on timing.  

Questions Contact Maria Molinaro-Whalen  
815-922-3463  
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
Upcoming Events: 

            

April 8: First Communion  
  Picture Day. 
 
April 12: Faith Formation  
              Saturday Class  
            @ St. Syms Campus. 
  CANCELLED . 
 
April 13: First Grade Family 
  Mass, & Palm Sunday 
  Procession. 
 
April 15: Faith Formation 
           Tuesday Class. 
            @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
April 20: HAPPY EASTER!! 

 

 

 

LENTEN OUTREACH 

Our Faith Formation students invite all of our parishioners to 
participate in our Lenten Outreach project.  All levels will be donating 
Children’s Easter Basket items for the local shelters and agencies we 
service.  Donations can be brought to our Faith Formation classes, to 

the Main Parish Office on Austin Ave., or dropped off in the  
Narthex when attending Mass. 

Please note, we can always use empty Easter Baskets and the 
cellophane bags to wrap the baskets, after we fill them.  For more 

information, feel free to call the Faith Formation Office.  God be with 
you and your dear families as we journey through this Holy Season of 
Lent. Our 2025 Confirmandi are invited to take part in assembling the 

Easter Baskets and earn service hours for their upcoming Confirmation.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER REMINDER 
 

Our second students from St. Symphorosa School along with all our level 
Two students in our Faith Formation Program will receive Jesus in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, for the first time on May 3rd.  We invite you to 
please prayerfully remember all of these young people … that they will 
remain faithful disciples of Jesus.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday Procession 
 
We invite all our First Grade (level one) Students to a 
Special Grade Level Family Mass on Palm Sunday.  
The children are being asked to carry palms and 
participate in the Palm Sunday procession at the 
9:00am on April 13th at St. Symphorosa Church or  
the 10:30am Mass at St. Rene.   
 
Please have your child/children gather in the Narthex 
10 minutes before Mass begins.  The children will 
form a line for the procession and after the 
procession will sit with their families during the 
liturgy.   
(It’s important that the children know where you are 
sitting.)  
May God bless you as we continue our Lenten 
Journey. 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

DAVE AMATO’S  
DAYTON  

AUTO REBUILDERS, INC.
Family Owned & Operated 30 Yrs.

State Of The Art Body Shop
6843 W. 60th Pl.

773-586-1418



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Two Holy Martyrs, Chicago, IL              A 4C 01-4065

David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2141


