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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 

Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 
PARKING AND SAFETY REMINDER 

 
The safety of our parish community is important  and must be taken into consideration 
at each gathering.  Should serious medical or facility issues arise unexpectedly we must 
be prepared.  We ask that you observe parking regulations on both campus locations, 

churches, loading zones, etc.   
 

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This coming week we celebrate the 
feast day of one of our two holy 
martyrs. 
 
The Catholic Church recognizes July 18 
as the memorial of St. Symphorosa and 
her Seven Sons. The story of this 
martyrdom dates back to the first 
century AD. 
 
What is a martyr? Basically, a martyr is 
a witness to the faith. In its extreme, 
the word martyr means someone who 
was put to death on account of their 
faith; because of the name of Jesus 
Christ. This is known as red martyrdom. 
 
There is also white martyrdom. A 
person suffers in some way because of 
the faith, but they were not killed. 
Examples include losing a job because 
of the faith, not getting a promotion 
because you’re a Christian, or enduring 
mockery and ridicule in a public way 
because of the name of Jesus. 
 
We’d like to think that martyrdom is a 
thing of the past, but sadly, it’s as 
common today as if was in the first 
three hundred years of Christianity. 
Some would argue that the killing of 
people because they are Christian is on 
the rise is certain parts of the world. 
 
The martyrs are also inspirations for us. 
They help us stay strong and 
courageous as we witness to the faith 
in the here and now. It’s easy to just go 
with the flow when it comes to cultural 
trends; trends that often fly in 
opposition Christ and to Church 
teaching. 
 

So, this week, we hold up St. 
Symphorosa and Her Seven Sons as one 
of our patron saints. St. Rene Goupil 
and the North American Martyrs are 
honored in October. These two saints 
and their respective stories serve as the 
supporting columns of Two Holy 
Martyrs Parish. 
 

Priest Convocation 
 
A few weeks ago, many (305) of the 
priests of the Archdiocese of Chicago 
gathered in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin for 
our biannual Convocation. 
 
For three and a half days, we gathered 
as brothers in Christ to pray, ponder, 
rest, and recreate. Very rarely do we as 
a presbyterate gather in such numbers. 
We got to see one another, talk to one 
another, and share with one another. 
 
Our Convocation theme was “One in 
Christ.” As we navigate the continued 
renewal in the Archdiocese of Chicago, 
it’s important that our priests share a 
collective gaze upon the Lord. We are a 
very diverse presbyterate but the bond 
we share is our love for Jesus. 
 
Please pray for the priests of this 
Archdiocese, but also for all priests 
throughout the world. Once a man is 
ordained a priest, he becomes a 
instrument of God’s grace in the world, 
but he also becomes a target for the 
diabolic. Priests on the frontlines need 
our support and our prayers. It’s a 
joyous life but it’s also a life that shares 
in the cross of Christ. 
 
Please also pray for an increase in 
vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life. God has not stopped 
calling people. He still calls men to the 
priesthood, and he still calls men and 
women to religious life. Sadly, the 
culture is noisy, so it’s tough to hear the 
call, but the culture also discourages 
such vocational commitments. We can 
do our part to encourage vocations and 
nurture vocations. 
 

 

Eucharistic Congress 
 
This week, keep an eye on Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 
 
Lucas Oil Stadium becomes center 
stage for the first national Eucharistic 
Congress in 83 years. Tens of thousands 
of people will converge in the Hoosier 
state to help remind themselves and 
others of the wonderful gift of the 
Eucharist. 
 
The Eucharistic Congress will run from 
July 17 through July 21. There is a 
calendar of events that will help people 
grow closer to Christ and grow closer to 
each other. 
 
I don’t know how much news coverage 
this event will get in the mainstream 
news outlets, but we pray that the Holy 
Spirit moves hearts and illumines minds 
during this sacred time as the good 
news of salvation is shared and lived. 
 
We do not worship a piece of bread. 
We worship Christ; the Son of God and 
Son of man who makes Himself 
intimately available to us in the 
Eucharist. What wonderous love! 
 
Quote -- “God dwells in our midst, in 
the Blessed Sacrament of the altar.” -- 
Maximilian Kolbe  
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

As we move through the liturgical 
calendar, we can all mark the 
changing of the church seasons by 
the color vestments the priest wears 
at Mass. These colors are meant to 
be instantly recognizable; one knows 
the season just by those colors. This 
can help set the minds and hearts of 
the faithful to focus on something 
specific associated to the season at a 
given Mass. This is all a part of the 
great symbolism of the Mass, where 
something visible and sensible helps 
us move beyond to the invisible 
reality it represents. 
 
There are four primary liturgical 
colors and three others that are 
allowed by the rubrics. These 
primary shades are white, green, 
purple, and red, while the other 
colors are rose/pink, black, and gold. 
 
When the priest wears white, we are 
celebrating the purity, light, glory, 
and joy of God. So, it’s appropriate 
that these colors are for Christmas 
and Easter, the two highest feast 
days of the Church’s year. White is 
then used throughout those seasons 
to symbolize the lasting joy that 
these great solemnities bring. Feast 
days of the Lord, such as Corpus 
Christi, Holy Thursday, or the 
Transfiguration. White is also used 
for weddings and funerals, as well as 
the feast days for Mary and saints 
that were not martyred.  

Green is the color of Ordinary Time, 
so it becomes very familiar though 
the summer and autumn months. 
This color represents growth, life, 
and hope. It’s good to remember 
that “Ordinary” time is not called 
that because it is the boring, 
common passing period between 
Easter and Christmas. Rather, it is the 
“ordinal”, or positional, numbers, 
like first or twenty-seventh, that we 
use to mark the given week of the 
season. 
 
Purple is used in Advent and Lent. As 
the color of royalty, it is also the 
color of penance, sacrifice, and 
preparation. Jesus was clothing in a 
purple cloak during his trial as a form 
of mockery. So, while purple can 
symbolize the pain and suffering of 
sin and death that brought Jesus to 
the cross, it also looks forward it 
reminds us of Jesus’ resurrection and 
hope of newness reveals him as our 
king. It’s in these seasons that rose is 
allowed, either on Gaudete Sunday 
(3rd week of Advent) or Laetare 
Sunday (4th week of Lent). This color 
marks that the season is more than 
halfway over, so we can celebrate 
with some joy that the great feasts 
are coming close. 
 
Red is the color of the Holy Spirit, 
fire, and blood, so we use it on 
Pentecost, for confirmations, Good 
Friday, and for any feast day of a 
martyr. One can imagine the 
passionate fire of God’s love burning 
for all of us as we see the red 
vestments and are lit on fire within 
like the Apostles in the Upper Room. 
 
Black vestments were historically 
worn for funerals and for requiem 
Masses for the dead. While black is 
certainly a color symbolizing death 
and mourning, it also is a reminder of 
the need of God’s mercy and the 
reality of the judgment we all will 

face upon our death. Black is still 
allowed today for funerals and All 
Souls Day. Often, black vestments 
are interlaced with silver or gold, 
which reminds us that with death 
comes the resurrection. Here at 
THM, our funeral vestments combine 
white and black to unite baptism, 
death, and new life that is being 
remembered at the Mass. 
 
Gold is allowed for any solemnity in 
which white is worn. As a precious 
color, gold enhances the beauty and 
nobility of the great feasts of the 
Church. In the same way people 
bring out their nicest suits and 
dresses for important occasions, 
wearing gold really emphasis the 
greatness of what is being 
celebrated. 
 
Finally, a brief note on the color blue. 
Blue has long been associated with 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, but blue 
vestments are not an option in the 
Roman Rite. However, white and 
gold vestments can be adorned with 
blue and Marian decals in honor of 
Mary.  
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For the week of: 
 

July 13th - July 21st 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Thursday July 18th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil   
Marion & Therese Tulik (Marge Tulik) 
Walter & Rosemary Labno (Family & Friends) 
Rene Heiden (Barbara Rendak) 
Richard Jovanovich (Wife) 
Marina Battung & All Souls in Purgatory (Rosario Battung & 

Family) 
 

Friday July 19th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 

All Living & Deceased Members of the John & Mary Kolimas 

Family (Mary Kolimas) 
 

Saturday  July 20th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil   

Health & Lord’s Blessings for Fr. Norm Trela (Parish) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Thomas Murray (Family) 

Joseph & Vincenza Caninio (Dennis & Nancy Koziol) 

Health & the Lord’s Blessings for Linda Flynn (Marcello Family) 

Brian Woods (Jeanie) 

PRO POPULO 

 

Sunday July 21st 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Virginia Krzan (Pat Soltis) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Harriet & Clarence Wiatrak (Daughter in Law Clara) 
Baldonero Gonzales, Jr (Wife & Sons) 
Michael Byrne (Arlene Scaleta) 
Denise Bolman (Louise Tully)  

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

God’s Blessings for Two Holy Martyrs Ministers of Care  
(Grateful Parishioner) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Fred & Mary D’Andrea (Family) 
Joyce Solofra (Arlene Capparelli) 
 
 

Saturday  July 13th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO 
 

Sunday July 14th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 

Kathy Arvetis (husband) 

Teresa Mahala (Ramazinski Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Joan O’Malley (Mike & Bea) 

Barbara Kudulis (Arlene Scaletta) 
Michael Byrne (Ray & Mary Lou Kolasinski) 

Louis & Rose Skowronski (Family) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Christian Furczon 3rd Anniversary 

Graciela Perez (John Garcia) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Nancy Janda (Douglas Janda) 

Terry Fogell (Husband) 
Patricia Soukal (Arlene Capparelli) 
God’s Blessings for Two Holy Martyrs Knights of Columbus 

(Grateful Parishioner)  

 

Monday July 15th  
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil   
Geri Norbut (Family)  
Lottie Sochacki (Son)  
 

Tuesday July 16th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil   
Chester Mateja (Ives Family) 
John & Mary Griffin (Monica Normoyle & Family) 
John & Vera Normoyle (Monica Normoyle & Family) 

Ethel Normoyle (Monica Normoyle & Family) 

 

Wednesday July 17th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil   
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Robert Montgomery Sr (Wife & Children) 
Maria Gawelda (Ilona Szkodon) 
Marian Tisonczyk (Ilona Szkodon) 
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  

BURNING BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT ARE OFFERED FOR 

THE FOLLOWING INTENTIONS FOR THE MONTH OF  
  

J U LY   
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
HEAVENLY BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR TOM 
MARKHAM 
For the repose of his soul, given by Family. 
  

FOR ALL BIRTHDAYS & SOULS IN PURGATORY 
Given by the Battung Family. 
  
IN LOVING MEMORY OF LEON & HELEN SOLTYS  
For the repose of their souls, given by Cheryl Soltys. 
   
  
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
John Clementi 
Maxine Carey 
Margaret Dalton 
Joanne Gallas 
Mitch Gallas 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 
Ron Kelly 

Sharon Labiak 
Natalie Lecompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Ramon Perez 
Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 

William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Judith Webber 
Beverly Zummerling 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY  07/07: $9,351.48 
       

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope #:  63109: $395.00 
 

 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Jerome Malinowski 

Jeanne Flores 

ONLINE/ELECTRONIC  
DONATIONS 

 
$8,806.00 

 
June 1, 2024 to June 30, 2024 

 
Total number of transactions:  

276 

If you would like to make your donation 
online, please visit our website at 
www.twoholymartyrs.org click on the 
DONATE tab, it will direct you to make 
your donation.  
 

Thank you. 

Come spend some intimate time  
with the Lord  

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
Every Tuesday at 5:45 PM - 6:45 PM  
Where: St. Symphorosa Worship Site 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Two Holy Martyrs Fundraising  
THE GRAND RAFFLE WAS A HUGE 

SUCCESS… WHAT’S NEXT? 
 
 

 

Let’s Get Together and Discuss Some Ideas… 
Rummage Sale… Community Shred Event… 

Christmas/New Year 
Basket Raffles… Bears’ Party…  

Superbowl Pot Luck…  
 

(Insert Your Ideas Here) 
 

Bring Your Suggestion and Energy to our  
Two Holy Martyrs Parish Fundraising Meeting 

on  
Tuesday July 23rd 

6-7pm  
I-Hall 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you have any items you would like to donate,  
you can do the following:  
   

 DO NOT DROP OFF ANY ITEMS AT THE PARISH 
OFFICE Unfortunately, the Parish Office does not 
have the resources to manage unplanned drop offs.  

 If you are getting rid of old items, please drop off 
items at the drop box at the St. Rene Campus (blue 
box) or at your nearest Salvation Army or Goodwill. 

 

 There is a Salvation Army on 63rd St. and Nagle Ave.  
 

Thank you! 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 

Registration for the upcoming  
2024 – 2025 Faith Formation School year is 
now open!  New and returning families are 

invited to register.   
 

*The Registration Form is available on our 
Parish Website.  You may also register at the 
Main Parish Office.  We will continue to offer 

Faith Formation sessions for grades 1- 8.   
Classes will be held every other Tuesday 

evening, from 6:00 – 7:30pm. and every other 
Saturday morning from 9am until 10:30am.   

(All classes will be held at our  
St. Symphorosa Campus.) 

 

Classes begin after Labor Day! 
 

Please call Peggy, with any questions.   
We are grateful for your support.   

(773) 767-1523 ext. 226. 
 

*Tuition Due at the time of Registration  

SUMMER SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 

Two Holy Martyrs Parish will once again offer a Summer 
Sacramental Program beginning this August.  We will offer 
the First Communion and Confirmation preparation classes 
for students desiring to receive these Sacraments.  This 
program is helpful to students who are behind schedule and 
were not enrolled in any of our Fall Faith Formation Classes.  
Full Commitment to this Two-Week Program is required 
and enrollment space is limited.  Our hope is that all those 
involved will have a rich experience growing in 
understanding, faith and discipleship.   
Call Peggy in the Parish Office for further details.   
773-767-1523. 

WHO IS A CATECHIST? 
 

A Catechist is one who is called to serve through teaching, witness, prayer, 
service, and building community.  Catechists minister to adults, youth, and 
children in a variety of settings:  religious education programs, youth 
ministry programs, RCIA, scripture study, and more.  Through word and 
example, catechists teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Catechists have a 
vocation … a calling from the Lord rooted in Baptism to carry out His 
mandate to teach the Gospel.  The General Directory for Catechesis tells us 
that “The Church awakens and discerns this divine vocation and confers the 
mission to catechize.  The Lord Jesus invites men and women, in a special 
way, to follow Him, teacher and formator of disciples.”   
Call Peggy at 773-767-1523 ext. 226, if you would like more information on 
becoming at Catechist here at Two Holy Martyrs Parish. 

A CATECHIST’S REFLECTION 
I have now completed 34 years of teaching Faith Formation!   
(5 years a Catechist at St. Rene and 29 years as a Catechist at  
St. Symphorosa.)  I like to think that Marge Garbacz (a former 
coordinator) helped to create the “Sacramental Prep Class” and  
I assisted her in developing the class.  We found a great need for 
this Special Class for children in grades three through six… 
(a range of ages) all needing  to “catch-up”.   
Many students still needing First Eucharist and some also 
approaching the time to prepare for Confirmation.  I always 
devote time teaching the kids their prayers, also helping them to 
understand the Ten Commandments.  We certainly cover the 
Sacrament of First Reconciliation, where the students are taught 
the difference between…A Sin, An Accident and a Mistake….. 
And Learning that FORGIVENESS is a TWO-WAY STREET!!   
It is truly a privilege to prepare our parish youngsters to receive 
Jesus in the Eucharist! 
My greatest joy is seeing a former student come forward for 
Communion at Mass…1 or 2 years after they were in my class!   
I am so happy they are continuing to practice their Faith and 
receive Jesus into their Hearts! 

Barb Wilschke, Catechist 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons
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Marcos Sierra 
Realtor® 

(708) 209-8079
Msierra1415@gmail.com

        Faithfuly Serving Your CommunityParishioner

David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x9227

www.BrotherRice.org/SummerCamps


