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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 

Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 
PARKING AND SAFETY REMINDER 

 
The safety of our parish community is important  and must be taken into consideration 
at each gathering.  Should serious medical or facility issues arise unexpectedly we must 
be prepared.  We ask that you observe parking regulations on both campus locations, 

churches, loading zones, etc.   
 

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are days I shake my head. 
And perhaps you do too. 
 
What is going on in the world? 
 
What is going on in the United 
States of America? 
 
What is going on in Chicago? 
 
Those are fair questions, and 
perhaps we can hope that men 
and women of integrity will rise as 
leaders to govern in a way that 
serves the common good of 
humanity; leaders genuinely 
concerned with the welfare of all 
human beings. 
 
Instead, we’re too often left with 
folks who think life is a chess 
game to be won; they are the 
kings and queens, and we are the 
pawns who, far too often, suffer 
the effects of poor governance, 
greedy legislation, and unwise 
decisions. 
 
Well, we are not pawns in a game. 
We are not slaves. We are not 
automatons who exist solely to 
produce things and consume 
things to the delight of the 
“shareholders.” We are not social 
security numbers. We are not just 
votes. We are human beings made 
in the image and likeness of God. 
We bear the spark of the divine. 

We each have inherent dignity; no 
matter race, creed, or tongue. 
Woe to those who forget our 
origin and our destination. 
 
There is a great danger when we 
forget our common humanity and 
decide that excessive profit is 
more important than people. 
When we begin to obsess about 
profit over people, it sends a 
troubling fracture through 
healthcare, food production, and 
the housing industry. 
 
As a priest, I offer no economic 
solutions. There are more 
qualified people than I to put the 
economic puzzle pieces together. 
However, I offer this; no economic 
plan can succeed if it doesn’t take 
God into the equation and the 
fallen condition of humankind into 
the equation. 
 
Greed is a real thing. Pride is a real 
thing. Envy is a real thing. Lust is a 
real thing. Wrath is a real thing. 
Sloth is a real thing. Gluttony is a 
real thing. 
 
God’s love and God’s law are a 
real thing. 
 
All of this must be taken into 
consideration as we strive to do 
our part to make this world a 
better place, but also realizing this 
world is not our home. Our 
citizenship is in heaven. Yes, as a 
Church, we want to be good 
stewards of creation, but we must 
not lose sight of the Church’s 
primary mission – the 
sanctification of the people and 
the salvation of souls. 
 

Our second reading this Sunday 
from 5 James wants to remind us 
that material wealth and goods 
are of no use in the end. Money 
and riches do not go with us. The 
author of James is trying to help 
us see more clearly what truly 
matters in the end. What matters 
in the end is love.  
 
St. Thomas Aquinas defined love 
as “willing the good of the other, 
as other.” Imagine if more and 
more people lived with that 
definition of love in their minds 
and hearts; we go about our days 
on earth wanting what is best for 
each other with no strings 
attached and no manipulation. 
 
Jesus simplifies it for us. He 
whittled it all down to two 
commands: love God, and love 
neighbor. The two of those go 
together. 
 
Quote -- “Greed is not a financial 
issue. It is a heart issue.” --  
Andy Stanley 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now that we are all experts in liturgy, 
we can move on to the next deep 
dive. I’d like to take a plunge into 
something we proclaim and profess 
together at every Sunday Mass and 
every solemnity – the Nicene Creed. 
Technically, it is called the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed, since it 
was completed after the first two 
major councils of the early Church. I 
mentioned the Creed briefly in our 
Mass walkthrough, but I think taking 
this opportunity to examine it line by 
line will help us to more confidently 
and consciously say it every Sunday. 
 
This concise and clear statement of 
Christian beliefs was the result of the 
First Council of Nicaea in 325 AD and 
the First Council of Constantinople in 
381 AD. What was the purpose of 
these councils? We’ll start with 
Nicaea. It’s important to remember 
that Christianity had just been 
legalized in the Roman Empire in 313 
AD, which caused an explosion in 
conversion starting with the 
Emperor, Constantine. It was a time 
of great growth, but with it came 
new and conflicting ideas and 
theologies.  
 
One of these came from a priest, 
Arius, who lived in the eastern part 
of the Roman Empire. He engaged in 
the discussion of the relationship of 
God the Father and God the Son. The 
Church believed in both and in the 

saving work of the Son, but 
confusion remained about how Jesus 
Christ, the person who had walked 
among them, compared to God the 
Father who sent him.  
Arius began to teach that since the 
Father sent the Son, the Son was 
lesser than the Father and therefore 
had a far lesser divinity. Using 
scripture, he believed that the Father 
alone was God, that the Son was 
created, and that there was a time in 
which the Son did not exist. His aim 
was to promote Christ as a bridge 
between divine and human, one who 
could sympathize with weakness. 
 
As well-intentioned as Arius was, 
many Church leaders, such as St. 
Athanasius, identified this teaching 
as heresy and challenged Arius. 
Heresy occurs when a baptized 
Christian publicly and maliciously 
denies or doubts any revealed truth 
that must be believed. The bishops 
and theologians against Arius 
recognized that his teaching 
threatened the basic tenets of the 
Christian faith. If Jesus wasn’t God, 
how could his actions on the cross 
and his resurrection save humanity? 
How can the Trinity revealed by Jesus 
exist if its members weren’t equal? 
Where does authority lie in scriptural 
interpretation? 
 
As the disagreements began to 
threaten peace within the empire, 
Constantine called for a meeting of 
bishops along with Pope Sylvester I 
to resolve the disputes. Nicaea was a 
centrally located city, which is in 
modern day Türkiye. 
 
The two main outcomes of the 
council were a denouncement of 
Arius and his teachings (which is 
called “anathema”) and the creation 
of a statement of right belief, which 
is part of the creed we say today. 

Namely, it defined that the Son was 
“homoousious” with the Father, 
which is a Greek philosophical term 
that means “of the same 
substance” (in English, we say 
“consubstantial”). Both the Father 
and the Son are equal in divinity 
because they are the same in 
essence and kind. It also stated 
clearly that the Son was eternally 
begotten by the Father, not created 
by him, so there was no time or 
moment in which the Son did not 
exist. At a moment in time, he did 
take on the fullness of humanity, but 
this in no way compromised his 
divinity. Later councils would clarify 
this further.  
 
Nicaea I was a key moment in Church 
history. Not only was it the first 
major public meeting of bishops, but 
it provided a clear definition of who 
Jesus Christ is. God’s divinity is fully 
revealed in Christ and man is truly 
saved by his actions. Additionally, it 
represented the use of both faith 
and reason in specifying theology.  
 
Of course, not every issue was solved 
at the council. Further clarification 
would be needed for what was 
meant by “of the same substance”, 
how Christ was both human and 
divine, and the divine nature of the 
Holy Spirit. Stayed tuned for next 
week’s discussion on creed’s other 
council, Constantinople I. 
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

S E P T E M B E R   
 

  

LEROY, LAVERNE & RICHARD CONDON 
For the repose of her soul, given by Cathy Filetti & Family. 
 
SULLIVAN & PRENDERGAST FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  
BOB, JOHN, & BOBBY SOLTIS & NICK ALDERFER 
For the repose of their souls, given by Pat Soltis. 
   
  
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Marlene Annerino 
Walter Annerino 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
John Clementi 
Maxine Carey 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 
Ron Kelly 

Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 
Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Mary Liszka 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Ramon Perez 
Christine Petry 

Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Judith Webber 
Beverly Zummerling 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Patrick Heston 
Betty Cundari 

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

S E P T E M B E R   
 

  

ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE BELL, 
BEYER, & DOUCET FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Love. 
 
ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE 
PINZINE & MICHAELS FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Love. 
 
SULLIVAN, PRENDERGAST, ALVAREZ, & NOVAK 
FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
MANUELA, JOSE GUADALUPE, JOSE LUIS, & JUAN 
FLORES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Maribel Flores. 
 
  
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY  09/22: $8,033.01 
       

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope #:  63257: $421.00 
 

 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 
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For the week of: 
 

September 28th - October 6th 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Friday  October 4th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
 

Saturday  October 5th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Mary Rose Torres (Gerald Torres & Family) 
John “Jack” Gaca (Eleanore Gaca) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Loretta Pozniak (Pozniak Family) 
PRO POPULO 
 

Sunday October 6th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Heavenly 2nd Anniversary for Donna Kozlowski (Marge Tulik) 
Health & the Lord’s Blessings for Marlene & Walter Cannerino 
(Carol Sally) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Charles Shilney (Mary Shilney) 
Helen & Ted Hermanowicz (Nancy & George Groszek) 
Dominic Santucci (Art & Katie Carpenter) 
All Members Living & Deceased of the Altar & Rosary Society 
(Altar & Rosary Society) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Christian Furczon 
Paul Dankert (Tony & Debbie Luzzi) 
Henry & Helen Kroll (Judith Scehovic) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Nancy Janda (Douglas Janda) 
Pete Arpaia (Joan & Ron Kelly) 
Birthday Blessings for Elmer Battung &  
All Poor Souls in Purgatory (Rosario Battung) 
50th Wedding Anniversary Blessings for  
Salvatore & Vita Mirasole (Family) 

Saturday  September 28th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Dorothy Oczkowski (Family) 
Ramiro Garza (Garza & Garcia Families) 
Israel Garcia (Garza & Garcia Families) 

Filippo & Joe Chiaramonte (Chiaramonte Family) 

 

Sunday September 29th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 

Anna & Michael Krzan (Pat Soltis) 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 

Victor & Zeneida Narea (Vincent Narea) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Sharon & Harlan Carpenter (Art & Katie Carpenter) 

Donald Nizidlek (Ray & Mary Lou Kolasinski) 
Joyce Solofra (Altar & Rosary Society) 
Toni Piccirillo (Altar & Rosary Society) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vincent Solomendo (Terri & Dan Domarsky) 

Jack Orsi (Family) 
Leroy and LaVerne Condon & Richard Condon  
(Condon Family) 
Return to Good Health with God’s Blessings for John Scehovic 
(Kroll Family) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
PRO POPULO 
 

Monday September 30th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
 

Tuesday October 1st 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Heavenly Blessings for Kathleen Sheehy (Daughter) 
 

Wednesday October 2nd 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)  
Mildred Denwood (Capparelli Family) 
Birthday Blessings for Rosario Battung & All Souls in Purgatory 
(Battung Family) 
 

Thursday October 3rd 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Chester Mateja (Ives Family) 
 

Altar and Rosary Bake Sale at 
 Rummage Sale on  

October 5th from 9am-12pm in the Social Center at  
St. Symphorosa Campus.  

(Please bring baked goodies to Social Center) 
 

We would like to invite you to join us on  
Sunday October 6th at 9am Mass at  

St. Symphorosa worship site.  
After all Masses, we will be having our Bake Sale. 

 
You are also welcome to join us for our meeting. This meeting 

will take place on  
Tuesday October 8th in  

the St. Rene narthex at 12pm 



 

 TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH |  September 29, 2024 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 
 

Two Holy Martyrs Parish is HIRING 

Full/Part Time Maintenance Person 
 

We are currently accepting resumes for a 
Part Time or Full Time Maintenance Position. Interested 
candidates should send a resume and cover letter, 
highlighting experience and interest to 
khilliard@archchicago.org 

Join us as we Bless our pets at our annual  
St. Francis Pet Blessing.  

There will be a short prayer to begin, followed by individual pet blessings. 
Pet bandanas will also be available for sale for $5. 

 
The Blessing will take place at our St. Rene Goupil worship site at  

6949 W 63rd Street, Chicago 60638. 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

9/29:  Mass/Class for 2nd year    
Confirmation Students only  
Sunday 9am in St. Syms  church.         
          After Mass = I-Hall.  
 
9/30:  Commitment Service. 
 
10/08: Faith Formation  
Tuesday Class @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
10/12: Faith Formation 
Saturday Class @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
10/15: Reconciliation Parent 
      Meeting. 
 
10/19: Reconciliation Parent 
      Meeting. 
 
10/20: Seventh Grade Family  
    Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  
PARENT MEETING 

 
On October 15th & October 19th, parents will gather for a special 
meeting in preparation for their child’s celebration of First 
Reconciliation which takes place in December. 
 
We initially prepare our children for this sacrament as we teach 
them about right and wrong.  And way before they understand 
what sin is, we teach them to say “I’m sorry” when they have done 
wrong or have hurt someone.  Once again, we emphasize that 
parents are the first and primary catechists of their children, using 
“teachable moments” to help their children grow in faith.  
 
The focus of these Parent Gatherings will be to honor your role as 
parents and assist you in that role.   

(parents need only attend one meeting.)  

PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

Our Confirmation students, along with their 
parents, will soon participate in a Commitment 
Service, in preparation for the sacrament of 
Confirmation.  During the upcoming year these 
students will seek service opportunities to help 
them grow in discipleship as they serve those in 
need.  We invite you to please remember them 
in your prayers during this time of preparation.  
The remaining date for our Commitment Service 
will be held on Sept. 30th at 6pm at St. Rene in 
the Church.  A Commitment Service is a 
requirement for Confirmation. 

Pictured above:  Several of our students preparing for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation attended the Commitment Service on 
September 23rd.  Their promise means that they wish to share their 
life and hope in Christ.  Our entire Parish Community welcomes 
them with love and we stand ready to help them along their Faith 
Journey. 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x9227

www.BrotherRice.org/SummerCamps


