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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 

Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 
PARKING AND SAFETY REMINDER 

 
The safety of our parish community is important  and must be taken into consideration 
at each gathering.  Should serious medical or facility issues arise unexpectedly we must 
be prepared.  We ask that you observe parking regulations on both campus locations, 

churches, loading zones, etc.   
 

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 

Over the next few weeks, we will be 
introducing the Fr. Norm Trela Tuition 
Assistance Fund. 

As a result of recent inaction by State of 
Illinois legislators regarding the Tax 
Credit Scholarship, we need to do 
something within the walls of the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and Two Holy 
Martyrs Parish to help alleviate some of 
the tuition strain for needy families in 
our parish school. 

Hence, the Fr. Norm Trela Tuition 
Assistance Fund (TAF). This will be an 
ongoing fund that can help from year to 
year. This is more than a one-time deal. 

Our hope is that this fund can assist 
needy families in decades to come who 
desire a Catholic grade school 
education, which includes formation in 
our faith. 

Fr. Norm is a strong advocate for 
Catholic schools all his life, and this 
certainly includes his many years of 
loyal service to  
St. Laurence High School. He has also 
been a steady, loving presence for our 
St. Symphorosa School students and 
teachers. 

Who better to name this Tuition 
Assistance Fund after than  
Fr. Norm. Although he is not currently 
in residence as he rehabilitates from 
major surgery, his spirit remains in the 
parish and the school. 

Please pray and consider being part of 
making the Fr. Norm Trela Tuition 
Assistance Fund a reality. We consider 
all financial contributions to be an 
investment in our children and our 

school. Dr. Kathy Berry and I, along with 
parish leadership, are committed to 
doing our part to make sure our parish 
school continues its mission into 2050 
and beyond. 

As a recent example, last year one of 
our parishioners presented me with a 
check for $4,000. I’m paraphrasing, but 
she basically said, “My parents made a 
Catholic school education possible for 
me. I am grateful, and I want to give 
back.” 

Right now, our school tuition for  
2024-2025 is roughly $6,100. We are 
beginning this academic year with 240 
enrolled students. The current number 
of children receiving aid is just over 80. 

Quote -- “Educating the 
mind without educating the 
heart is no education at all.” 
-- Aristotle 

How can we contribute? 

We are continuing to develop ways to make the contribution process to “The Fr. Norm Trela Tuition Assistance 
Fund” simple and readily available to everyone who would like to assist in the initial startup and long-term 
growth. Accordingly, these are the current options: 

Spread the word to parishioners, neighbors and alumni of our Catholic schools 
(St. Symphorosa alumni and St. Rene Goupil alumni)   

WE can make a difference! 

• New yellow envelope with a blue border and
Fr. Norm’s picture are available– drop into the
weekly collection basket

 This envelope will appear in all envelope 
packets distributed to parishioners 

 These envelopes will also be available in the 
back of each church 

• Use ANY envelope as long as “Fr. Norm Trela
Tuition Assistance Fund” is written on the front

• Drop an envelope into the Parish Office mail slot

• Visit our THM E-Giving page  and make a one time
or recurring donation

 www.twoholymartyrs.org      
(select “Donate” and Choose options) 
 www.stsymsschool.org 
 Scan  the QR code to receive info and make 

a donation 
• Visit the school or parish office in-person and make

a cash, check or credit card donation
• Mail your donation:

Two Holy Martyrs Parish 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You may have noticed that at more 
solemn liturgies, such as Christmas 
or Easter, the priest uses incense 
during Mass. Using a special device 
called a thurible, perfumed grains 
and powder are placed on a hot 
charcoal in order to create a fragrant 
smoke. The thurible looks like a 
lidded bowl hanging on a chain. It’s 
also used at funerals and is an option 
to be used at any Sunday Mass.  
 
Incense and smoking thuribles are a 
frequent image in scripture. Moses 
and the priests burn it to venerate 
the altar and the ark. Psalm 141 says, 
“Let my prayer be accepted as 
incense before you, the raising of my 
hands like an evening oblation.” The 
prophet Isaiah is called in the Temple 
amidst the holy smoke, which was 
offered daily. And in John’s 
Revelation, he sees an angel offering 
incense in praise of God: “I saw the 
seven angels who stand before God 
… and another angel came and stood 
at the altar with a golden censer; and 
he was given much incense to mingle 
with the prayers of all the saints 
upon the golden altar before the 
throne; and the smoke of the incense 
rose with the prayers of the saints 
from the hand of the angel before 
God.” 
 
Like many of the sacramentals (holy 
water, prayer cards, etc.), statues, 
images, and stained glass, incense is 
a tangible symbol that more clearly 

reveals a hidden reality. Of course, 
incense isn’t a requirement for God 
to receive our prayers. Sometimes, 
people will talk about the “smells 
and bells” of the liturgy, meaning the 
immersive aspects of liturgy that 
allow our full selves to participate in 
worship and prayer. 
 
The Missal calls for up to five distinct 
uses for incense in the Mass: 
• during the Entrance Procession 
• at the beginning of Mass, to 

incense the cross and the altar 
• at the procession before the 

Gospel and the proclamation of 
the Gospel itself 

• after the gifts have been placed 
on the altar, to incense the 
offerings and the altar, as well as 
the priest and the people 

• at the elevation of the host and 
the chalice after the 
consecration 

 
To be incensed is to be honored and 
marked as something or someone 
who can offer or be offered as 
sacrificial worship to God. This is why 
the gifts are incensed before 
consecration and why both the priest 
and the people are incensed by the 
deacon or by another minister. It is a 
way to recognize the ministerial and 
baptismal dignity of the Christian 
faithful. You’ll notice that the one 
incensing bows to the person or 
object they are incensing. 
 
Incense is also a powerful image at 
funerals. Near the end of the Mass, 
the priest reverently incenses the 
casket or the cremains as a sign of 
the soul rising to God amidst the 
prayers of the angels, saints, and all 
gathered in the church. It also 
honors the body of the deceased 
which became the temple of the 
Holy Spirit at baptism. 
 
There are also three other notable 
particular uses for incense. The first 

is the dedication of a new church or 
altar. A smoking thurible is placed on 
the new altar as a symbol of the 
offerings that will be made there in 
union with the Son’s offering to the 
Father, and also unites it with the 
altars of the Old Testament. The 
second is at the Easter Vigil, when a 
smoking thurible proceeds the lit 
Pascal Candle, recalling the pillars of 
smoke and fire that led the Israelites 
through the Red Sea and in the 
desert. The third is during Eucharistic 
processions and benediction. 
 
Our use of incense is meant to 
remind us of heaven and the 
transcendent nature of the Mass. 
Like the angels, we join in the 
mystery of worshipping the Lord on 
his Throne. As St. Paul writes, 
“Thanks be to God, who in Christ 
always leads us in triumphal 
procession, and through us spreads 
in every place the fragrance that 
comes from knowing him. For we are 
the aroma of Christ to God among 
those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing”  
(2 Cor. 2:14-15). Incense is yet 
another gift we offer God in our 
praise of him at Mass, one that helps 
us to engage all of our senses.  
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

A U G U S T   
 

  

LYNDA SULLIVAN 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
MARY & PETER SZLEMBARSKI, THERESA & 
MICHAEL GENOVESE 
For the repose of their souls, given by Bas Rendak. 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  
RICHARD MERDA 
For the repose of his soul, given by wife Arlene Scaletta. 
   
  
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
John Clementi 
Maxine Carey 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 
Ron Kelly 
Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 

Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Ramon Perez 
Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 

Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Judith Webber 
Beverly Zummerling 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so 
then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Therese Wodarczyk 

Edward Usavage 
Myra Urbanowicz 

ONLINE/ELECTRONIC  
DONATIONS 

 
$8,053.00 

 
July 1, 2024 to July 31, 2024 

 
Total number of transactions:  

244 

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

A U G U S T   
 

  

SPECIAL INTENTION 
given by Arlene Scaletta. 
 
ALL LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE 
SOLTIS & KRZAN FAMILIES 
given by Pat Soltis. 
  
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  
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For the week of: 
 

August 24th - September 1st 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Thursday August 29th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Irene Kloc (Kloc Family) 
Victor & Zeneida Narea (Vincent Narea) 

 

Friday August 30th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Peaceful Blessings for Raymond Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto) 
Birthday Blessings for Jack Ruby (Pat Soltis)  
Birthday Blessings for Jack Ruby (Arlene Scaletta) 
 

Saturday  August 31st 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Tiffany Meng (Meng Family) 
Birthday Blessings for Victoria Battung (Rosario Battung) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Ceferino & Victor Parra (Almendarez Family) 
Casimir & Helen Gerlick (Chiaramonte Family) 
Edward Gerlick (Chiaramonte Family) 
Health and the Lord’s Blessings for Elizabeth Sears  
(Woulfe Family) 
PRO POPULO 
 

Sunday September 1st 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Therese Tulik (27th Heavenly Anniversary) (Marge Tulik) 
Mr. & Mrs. Garcia (Gagnon Family) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Mary Ann Larson (Mary Ann & Tom Milici) 
God’s Blessing for Two Holy Martyrs Volunteers for All Events 
(Grateful Parishioner)  
Denise Bolman (Lourdes Almazan) 
All Living & Deceased Members of the Altar & Rosary Society  
(A&R Society) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Christian Furczon 
Chester Goluch (Family)  
All Members Living & Deceased of the  
St. Vincent DePaul Society 
Joseph Guerrero (Jerry, Karen & Alison)  

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Nancy Janda (Douglas Janda) 
Bernard Wagner (Darcy Family) 
MaryAnn Whitehead (Family) 
Charles & Conception Volanti (Family) 

Saturday  August 24th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

PRO POPULO 

 

Sunday August 25th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Bob Soltis (Pat Soltis) 
Lord’s Blessings for All Two Holy Martyrs Volunteers  
(Grateful Parishioner) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Donald Sodini (Pat Soltis & Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Anna Marie Griffin (Marcello Family) 
David Feddor (Mom Theresa) 
Denise Bolman (Martha Mendoza) 
Russell Raydek (Ramazinski Family) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Verna Bartkowiak (Altar & Rosary Society) 
Gerald & Patricia Soukal (Clearing Night Force) 
James Capparelli (Capparelli Family)  
Jack Orsi (Family) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Terry Fogell (Husband) 
Raul Murillo (Kolasinski Family) 
Bernard Wagner (Darcy Family) 
Birthday Blessings for Marcelo Guadalupe Gutierrez  
(Frank Vajckus) 
 

Monday August 26th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Mary Szlembarski (Barbara Rendak) 
Robert Montgomery Sr (Wife & Children) 
Vicki Recore (Pat Soltis) 
Birthday Blessings for Mark Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto) 
 

Tuesday August 27th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Mary Esposito (Family) 
Anthony Lantz (Family) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Judith Siwek (Family) 
Russ Dober (Frank Zalewski) 
 

Wednesday August 28th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Richard Jovanovich (Wife) 
Verna Bartkowiak (Lorraine DeLauriea) 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Time for Fall Cleanup! 
Rent a table ($20),  

Sell some nice home items  
and make some EXTRA CASH! 

Or  
Stop by and purchase a few GREAT BARGAINS! 

Excess Parish Items will also be On Sale! 
Call 773.767.1523 to reserve your table before they are gone! 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY  08/18: $7,941.00 
       

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope #:  60081: $425.00 
 

 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 

We would like to invite you for Sunday Mass on  
September 1st at 9am at our St. Symphorosa worship site. 

 
You are also welcome to join us for our first meeting of the 

Fall season, this meeting will take place on  
Tuesday September 3rd, 2024 at  

the St. Rene narthex at 12pm.  
 

SEE YOU THERE!! 

 
 
 
 

ATTENTION MEN OF  
TWO HOLY MARTYRS 

 

IT'S TIME TO JOIN THE  
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS! 

 

 

WE ARE A CATHOLIC MEN'S ORGANIZATION THAT BENEFITS: 

• HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND ADULTS 

• DEPLOYED SOLDIERS ACROSS THE GLOBE (AND LOCAL VETS) 

• YOUR CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

• LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES 
 

OUR GROUP MEETS THE FIRST TUESDAY NIGHT OF EACH 
MONTH - USUALLY DOING SOMETHING WORTHWHILE.  
WE'VE BEEN KNOWN TO GO OUT FOR "REFRESHMENTS"  
POST MEETING.   
 

CHECK US OUT.... 
 

CONTACT:       JERRY       773.485.0146    
                          DARRIN    773.418.3060 

If you would like to make your 
donation online, please visit 
our website at 
www.twoholymartyrs.org 
click on the DONATE tab, it 
will direct you to make your 
donation.  
 

Thank you. 

WEDDING BANNS:  
 

August 31, 2024 - Marcy Garcia & Adrian Alonso (III) 
September 6, 2024 - Katie Serrano & Esteban Perez (II) 

September 7, 2024 - Erica Hernandez & Michael Montoya (II) 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CLASSES BEGIN SOON!  

  
There’s still time to register for the  

2024-2025 
Faith Formation Classes.   

  
We are now in the process of organizing classes and recruiting 

catechists, so it is important for you to send in your registration as 
soon as possible.  

Registration materials are available on our website.  You may also 
stop into the Parish Office to register.  Both new and returning 

families need to register for next year.   
For 2024-25, we will continue to offer  

Faith Formation Classes for grades 1 – 8 
 every other Tuesday evening, from 6:00pm – 7:30pm  

and  
every other Saturday, from 9am until 10:30am.   

 
Classes begin after Labor Day.  

Please call Peggy, in the Parish Office with any questions at 
  773-767-1523 ext. 226. 

 
For your convenience a Faith Formation Table will be on site in the 

Narthex on: 
Sunday, August 25th at St. Symphorosa Church,  

from 10am until 1pm.   
A representative will be present to answer any questions you may 
have about our program and registration forms will be available. 

 
 
 
 
 

PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION 
 

Our Confirmation students, along with their parents, 
will soon participate in a Commitment Service, in 
preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation.  

During the upcoming year these students will seek 
service opportunities to help them grow in 

discipleship as they serve those in need.   
We invite you to please remember them in your 

prayers during this time of preparation.   
The dates for our Commitment Services are:   

Aug. 21st, Sept. 23rd, and Sept. 30th.   
A Commitment Service  

is a requirement for Confirmation. 

 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

9/10: Faith Formation  
           First Tuesday Class  

@ St. SYM’S Campus.    
 
9/14: Faith Formation 
           First   Saturday Class  
           @ St. SYM’S Campus.  
 
9/15: Catechetical Sunday/ 
           Welcome Back Mass. 
           St. Sym’s 9am. 
 
9/22: Welcome Back Mass. 
           St. Rene 10:30am. 
 
9/23: Commitment Service. 
 
9/24: Faith Formation  
           First Tuesday Class 

 @ St. SYM’S Campus.   
 
9/28: Faith Formation 
           First   Saturday Class  
           @ St. SYM’S Campus.  
 
9/30:  Commitment Service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY  
 

We commemorate Catechetical  
Sunday on September 15th.  At Mass we will recognize and celebrate 
all parishioners who are involved in any of our Catechetical Ministries.  

This year’s theme is:  
“Lord, when did we see you hungry”. 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons
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David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x9227

www.BrotherRice.org/SummerCamps


