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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This weekend we recognize one of 
our two holy martyrs as we 
celebrate the memorial of St. Rene 
Goupil and the North American 
Martyrs. 
 
Over five years ago, as we engaged 
in the Renew My Church process, 
one of the items that needed to be 
discussed and decided upon was 
the new parish name. We solicited 
name options from the people of 
the parish, and many wonderful 
name options were submitted. 
 
Parish leadership eventually 
decided upon Two Holy Martyrs 
Parish. This name choice allows us 
to combine the martyrs  
St. Symphorosa and St. Rene Goupil 
under a united one-name umbrella. 
The final name decision was 
approved by the Archbishop of 
Chicago and his advisory team, but 
they initially pushed back a little bit 
on our name submission. 
 
However, we explained our 
reasoning. There was going to be a 
new name regardless. One option 
was to go with an entirely new 
name, as many new parishes have 
in other parts of the archdiocese. 
We could have become St. Benezet 
Parish, or Blessed Fulton Sheen 
Parish, or Blessed Carlo Acutis 
Parish, or St. Theresa of Calcutta 
Parish. 
 
Instead, our thinking was that the 
name Two Holy Martyrs gives us a 
new name to unite around all the 
while maintaining the names that 
have been so familiar to people in 
the Clearing and Garfield Ridge 
neighborhoods for decades. 
 
A slogan we’ve used the past five 
years has been, “Honor the past. 
Live in the present. Prepare for the 
future.” 
 
This inspires us to be present to the 
realities of 2024 and the next 50 

years as we proclaim the good news 
of salvation on the southwest side 
of Chicago all the while we 
remember the blood, sweat and 
tears of people who helped the 
original two parishes get off the 
ground. 
 
Our two martyrs gave their lives for 
the Holy Name of Jesus. Their 
witness to the faith should inspire 
us and give us courage to live our 
faith despite obstacles and 
opposition. It’s easy to be a 
Christian when life is all roses, but 
we are encouraged by the story of 
St. Symphorosa and Her Seven Sons 
and the story of St. Rene Goupil and 
the North American martyrs to 
accept the thorns when they come 
our way. 
 
Every saint, including our two holy 
martyrs, would give this spiritual 
advice to us today: Look to Jesus 
first. Seek first the kingdom of God, 
and everything else then finds its 
proper place in relation to God. 
Happy Feast Day, St. Rene Goupil 
(October 19). 
 
Expressing Gratitude 
 
Allow me to return to the theme of 
gratitude once again. 
 
Thank you to so many folks who 
regularly volunteer for various 
things around our two-campus 
parish; from ushers, to lectors, to 
choir members, to extraordinary 
ministers of Holy Communion, to 
the various groups and group 
leaders. Things don’t just happen by 
wishing them to happen. These 
volunteers help make parish life 
possible. 
 
In a special way this week, I’d like to 
recognize all those people who 
helped make our recent Rummage 
Sale possible, and all those who 
helped make our Pasta Night 
fundraiser a reality. A combination 
of parishioners and parish staff 
worked together to make these 
events a reality. This is a blessing. 
We are all grateful. 
 
Allow me to also publicly thank 
members of our parish staff who 
volunteered their weekend time to 
help at the Rummage Sale. Thank 
you for donating your time and 
effort for the people of the parish 
and this community. 

Cell Phone Reminder 
 
Every so often it’s good to remind 
ourselves before we enter one of 
our two churches for Holy Mass to 
silence or shut off our cell phones, 
or any other device that makes 
noise. 
 
Let’s face it, cell phones (and other 
electronic devices) are our new 
reality, but all our devices are 
equipped with ways to silence them 
or shut them off when necessary. 
 
We all forget at times. I know I do. 
But we’re all responsible for 
respecting the dignity of sacred 
liturgy, and Holy Mass is not the 
place for our dings, rings, and 
things. Holy Mass is our time of 
communal prayer and song. 
 
This is a matter of respect for God, 
for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
and for one another. 
 
Lest we think priests are not 
susceptible, I remember being at  
St. Alexander in Palos Heights prior 
to entering the seminary. During a 
weekend Mass, in a moment of 
complete silence, a cell phone rang, 
and the ringer was the Notre Dame 
Fight Song. And it was LOUD. People 
looked around to see whose it was. 
Sure enough, it was Fr. Guilty sitting 
in the presider’s chair. The people 
forgave him, the Gipper forgave 
him, and so did Notre Dame  
(Our Lady). 
 
Quote -- “The tyrant dies, and his 
rule is over; the martyr dies, and his 
rule begins.” -- Soren Kierkegaard 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The first article in our statement of 
belief is that there is one God. This 
primarily builds off the long-standing 
beliefs going back to the moment of 
creation. By affirming that there is 
one God, we make three assertions. 
First, that God exists. Second, that 
there is only one God, which rejects 
polytheism. Third, that the one God 
acclaimed here is the same God of 
the Hebrew Scriptures. 
 
The rise in atheism is a relatively 
modern phenomenon. During and 
after the Enlightenment period, it 
became more common to state that 
there was no God, or that God was 
just the name that we gave human 
progress, or that God was a 
projection of our inner selves. 
Theologians have given various 
“proofs” for God’s existence, such as 
St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Anselm. 
These arguments are perhaps best 
left for another column. It’s enough 
now to say that faith and belief is 
not just a subjective thing, but is 
rational and can be affirmed in our 
statement of faith. Not only are we 
able to know God, but he wants to 
be known. 
 
Polytheism was the norm for most 
religions in the ancient world, and 
some belief systems in the modern 
day maintain a belief in more than 
one God. Often, these gods were in 
charge of cosmic and weather-based 

phenomenon. They would have 
human tendencies and divine 
powers. Sometimes they would 
interact with humanity, but only 
when it was advantageous to them. 
Societies set up different temples to 
the different gods. Typically, gods 
would have loyalties to a specific 
society. 
 
Early Christians were thought to be 
polytheists due to their belief in the 
Trinity. We know that this is not 
true, as the Trinity is three divine 
persons united in one Godhead, all 
sharing the same divine substance 
(again, the topic of a future article). 
God is non-competitive; the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit share one 
nature and one mission. Also, while 
they are honored and venerated, 
neither Mary nor the saints are 
divine.  
 
A belief in one God who created 
everything and rules over everything 
is a foundational belief in the Jewish 
religion. The central prayer in 
Judaism is the “Shema”. It comes 
directly from Deuteronomy 6:4 
stating, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord, our 
God, is one.” From this arises the 
entire law given to Moses by the 
Lord. Not only is it a statement of 
monotheism, but it reveals that God 
is a single, unified whole. Any 
attempt to describe God in attributes 
or pieces is due to our limited 
human understanding. For example, 
God is not powerful, but he is power 
itself. He is not loving, but he is love 
itself. He is not a being, but is being 
and existence itself. 
 
It is from the Hebrew tradition that 
Christianity arises. Any attempts to 
separate the two results in an 
attempt to divide God, which is 
fruitless. There was an early Church 
theologian named Marcion who 

tried to argue that the God of the 
Old Testament was different from 
the God of the New Testament. He 
saw the Old Testament God as 
wrathful, inconsistent, jealous, and a 
bad creator, while the New 
Testament God was one of love and 
mercy. 
 
While the wrath of God can be seen 
in some Old Testament stories, that 
doesn’t mean he is some different 
God; he does not change. The Old 
Testament has far more instances of 
God’s mercy, compassion, and desire 
to be with his people. He didn’t do 
some divine rebranding when he 
came to Earth at the Incarnation.  
 
Stating our belief in one God is an 
essential place to start. “Oneness” is 
an attribute of being God; If God is 
not one, he is not God. As the 
Catechism puts so clearly, “Faith in 
God leads us to turn to him alone as 
our first origin and our ultimate goal, 
and neither to prefer anything to 
him nor to substitute anything for 
him.” If there were a multitude of 
gods, we’d be kept guessing. Rather, 
we have one God we know we can 
turn to and trust, and then come to 
know him and be united to him with 
the rest of the communion of saints.  
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

O C TO B E R  
 

  

WILLIAM, ELIZABETH, and TONY BOJARSKI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Bas Rendak. 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF TERESA GUERRERO 
For the repose of her soul, given by Guerrero-Arteaga Family. 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  
FOR ALL BIRTHDAYS & SOULS IN PURGATORY 
given by Battung Family. 
   
  
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Marlene Annerino 
Walter Annerino 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Glenn Boyle 
John Clementi 
Maxine Carey 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 

Ron Kelly 
Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 
Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Mary Liszka 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Ramon Perez 

Christine Petry 
Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Judith Webber 
Beverly Zummerling 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

O C TO B E R   
 

  

JOHN “JACK” GACA 
For the repose of his soul, given by Wife. 
 
HELEN, VIRGIE, and ALICE 
For the repose of their souls, given by Arlene Scaletta. 
 
SULLIVAN, PRENDERGAST, ALVAREZ, & NOVAK 
FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
70th BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR JOE PULIDO 
given by Wife Josie. 
 
  
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY  10/13: $7,983.38 
       

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope #:  63379: $390.00 
 

 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 

If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Edward Gilda 

Walter Gunderson 
Dalila Gonzalez 

Michael Nincevich 
Otilia Sanchez 
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For the week of: 
 

October 19th - October 27th 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Thursday  October 24th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Heavenly Birthday Blessings for Marilyn Hernandez 
(Ramazinski Family) 
Nick Bouzios (Janina) 

 

Friday  October 25th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Pedro Battung & All Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 (Rosario Battung) 
Peace for Daniel Sarlitto 
Birthday Blessings for Adele Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto) 
 

Saturday  October 26th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Patricia Biniewicz (Marie Zilka) 
Georgian Kunde (Marie Zilka) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Teresa Guerrero 7th Anniversary (Guerrero-Arteaga Family) 
Casimir & Helen Gerlick (Chiaramonte Family) 
George Vallianatos (Sharon Labiak) 
Heavenly 2nd Anniversary for Stanislaw Michalek (Family) 
 

Sunday October 27th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Valerie Sekerka (Casey) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO  

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Jack Orsi (Family) 
Verna Bartkowiak (SVDP Society) 
Frank Ciabattari (Gina Ciabattari) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Joan Orsi  
(Steve & Florence Wilton) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Dalila Gonzalez (St. Symphorosa Teachers & Students) 
Elio Albertini (C. Moran) 
 

Saturday  October 19th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Jeanette Prati (Jean Piotrowski) 
Dorothy & Joe Cochara (Chiaramonte Family) 
8 year Anniversary for Dolores Grisko (Family)  
Janet Hohm (Mom & Dad) 
 

Sunday October 20th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO  

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Raul Murillo (Taura Basulto) 
Sam & Lucy Circelli (Art & Katie Carpenter) 
Larry Roberts (Arlene Scaletta) 
Shirley White (Arlene Scaletta) 
Joann Thiese (Sisters & Brother) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Henry & Helen Kroll (Judith Scehovic) 
Richard Mathis (Tony & Debbie Luzzi) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Ralph Schwandt (Daughter Grace) 
Rose Gurgone (Linda & Jim Eckhorn) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Aurelia Battung & All Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 (Rosario Battung) 
 

Monday October 21st 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Claude Wiatrak (Wife Clara) 
Daniel Tarsa (Pat Soltis) 
All Members Living & Deceased of the Pozniak Family 
Birthday Blessings for Kaelanie Battung &  
All Poor Souls in Purgatory (Rosario Battung) 

 

Tuesday October 22nd 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Elizabeth Bojarski (Barbara Rendak) 
Ronnie Giron (Giron Family) 
11th Birthday Blessings for Jacob 
 

Wednesday October 23rd 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)  

Harriet & Walter Hrbacek (Family) 
All Living & Deceased Members of the  
John & Janina Karlowicz Family (Mary Kolimas) 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 
 

NEW This Holiday Season….Poinsettia Memoriam 2024! 
Remember your loved ones in a special way this Christmas! We are now accepting sponsorships for our annual  

Two Holy Martyrs Parish Christmas poinsettias that beautify both of our churches during the holiday season.  
Your $25 donation will allow you to sponsor a portion of our poinsettia purchase.  

Accordingly, our SPECIAL EDITION (expanded) Christmas Bulletin, will feature the individual(s)  
to be remembered and who is sponsoring their intention.  

 In addition, the intentions will be on display in the Sanctuary alongside poinsettias and 
 a candle, throughout the Christmas season! 

Please reach out to the Parish Office to participate in this special remembrance of your loved ones.  
 

All sponsorships must be placed with the Parish Office by noon on Monday December 9th. 
 

Please note, these are sponsorships and NOT the purchase of individual poinsettias. 

FA - LA - LA - LA - LA 
 

The Holiday Riches Double Draw Raffle 
is coming to town! 

 

Win Cash, Prizes, Unique Experiences….more! 
 

Details in NEXT WEEK’S 
 

Two Holy Martyrs Bulletin 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

2025 Mass Intention 
Book, Sanctuary and  

Marian Candles  
are now open 

The Altar & Rosary Society  
would like to thank  

everyone that supported their 
bake sale in any way.  

The bake sale raised $1,600.00 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

10/19: Faith Formation Saturday Class @  

 St. Syms Campus. 

 
10/19: Reconciliation Parent Meeting. 

 

10/20: Seventh Grade Family Mass @ 9am. 
(2ND Year Conf. students are also invited to 
mass. A Conf. Class follows the Mass in the  

I-Hall 10am until 11am.) 
 
10/22: Faith Formation  
 Tuesday Class @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
10/24: Confirmation Parent/Student 
 Sponsor Meeting. 

 
10/26: NO CLASSES. 
 
10/29: Confirmation Parent/Student/    
 Sponsor Meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Seventh-Grade Family Mass will be held on, 
Sunday, October 20th at 9:00am at  

St. Symphorosa Church.  Families are asked to 
bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to 

our local food pantry.   
(a donation box will be available in the narthex.) 

We look forward to welcoming all our  
Seventh-Grade Families on October 20th.  

October is the 

Month of the 
Holy Rosary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Confirmation Parent/Student/Sponsor Meeting 

We will welcome our Confirmandi, their parents and 
sponsors to a Confirmation Preparation meeting.   

Our own Pastor, Fr. Robert Regan will be the Presenter.   
We happily anticipate his time with us because we know 
he will encourage our Confirmation candidates to share 
the good news of Jesus by their witness to Gospel values 

and their care for those in need.   
Please remember to include the Confirmation Candidates,  

their parents and sponsors in your prayers.  
(The meetings are scheduled for Oct. 24th and Oct. 29th)      

Faith Formation students praying the Rosary. 
Honoring Mary for the Month of October.  
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable
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773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
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• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •
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and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 
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