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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every October in the Archdiocese of 
Chicago we participate in what is 
commonly known as the October 
Count. 
 
We take a formal count of how 
many people arrive each Sunday for 
one of our five Masses. This 
information helps the archdiocese 
and it also helps us here in the 
parish. We have seen a slight uptick 
in Mass participation since last 
October. Our average weekend 
total for October 2024 is 860 
people; up from 805 people last 
year. 
 
We are grateful for the increase. 
However, it’s important for us to 
remember that Holy Mass is not just 
about physical attendance. Holy 
Mass is where we participate, and 
we do so fully, actively, and 
consciously. Our hearts and minds 
are engaged in the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. We are not sitting back 
and watching a performance. The 
people of God are celebrants in this 
sacred liturgy as the priest presides 
in persona Christi capitis (in the 
Person of Christ). 
 
It’s common for the people of a 
parish and for archdiocese leaders 
to ask, “How many people are at 
Mass on Sunday?” Or they ask, 
“How much was the collection on 
Sunday?” These kinds of questions 
are to be expected. However, there 
is a deeper spiritual question that 

also needs to be taking place at the 
universal, archdiocesan, and parish 
level. 
 
The deeper spiritual question that 
needs to be ask is, “Are the people 
growing in holiness?” Or we can 
ask, “Are we becoming saints?” 
 
We might initially pull back from 
such lofty aspirations, but we must 
remember that this is the reason 
the Church exists. The Church exists 
primarily for the salvation of souls 
and the sanctification of the people. 
Everything Christ gives us in and 
through His Church is for our good: 
Holy Mass, Sacred Scripture, the 
sacraments, prayer, the works of 
mercy. 
 
These are all sacred “helps” to 
salvation and holiness. We ignore 
them to our own peril. And too 
many folks today ignore them for a 
variety of reasons: too busy, don’t 
like the priest, don’t like the bishop, 
don’t like the pope, still angry about 
the child sex abuse crisis, too much 
talk about money, they feel 
unworthy or too far gone, Mass is 
boring, Mass is too long, lost faith 
after death of a loved one, the 
Church is too conservative, the 
Church is too liberal, someone gave 
them dirty look when their child 
cried during Mass, etc., etc. 
 
We can take comfort knowing the 
good Lord is not going to ask to see 
our October Count on Judgment 
Day, nor will God ask to see our 
financial sheet. The Lord is not 
going to ask, “What parish did you 
belong to?” What will matter is that 
we belonged to the Son and that we 
lived in His love; that we believe in 
the good news of salvation, live in 
the good news of salvation, and 

share the good news of salvation. 
And that we die in a state of grace. 
 
Where do we receive this grace? In 
and through the Church given to us 
by Christ. We don’t get it from 
Washington D.C. We don’t get it 
from Springfield, Illinois. We don’t 
get it from Hollywood, Madison 
Avenue or Silicon Valley. Grace and 
sanctification are the work of the 
Holy Spirit; the same Holy Spirit 
given to the Apostles on Pentecost; 
the same Holy Spirit that guides the 
Church in truth and love. 
 
We live in an age when far too 
many people think they don’t need 
to be saved from anything, as if sin, 
evil, and death are not a reality. We 
call Jesus a Savior for a reason, for 
he has eternally saved us from sin, 
evil, and death. He saves us from sin 
and FOR LOVE. 
 
Jesus sums it up nicely in our gospel 
this Sunday: Love God. Love 
neighbor! 
 
Quote -- “God’s invitation to 
become saints is for all, not just a 
few. Sanctity, therefore, must be 
accessible to all.” --  
Blessed Louis Tezza 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We remain on the phrase, “The 
Father almighty,” and since we know 
more about the Father as the first 
person of the Trinity, we can go on to 
what we mean by calling him 
almighty. In its fullness, this term is 
meant to stand in for all the divine 
attributes of God.  
 
We all have attributes as persons, 
both positive and negative, that allow 
us to use language to describe who 
we are. Of course, language is always 
limited. How do you really put into 
words the complexities of the human 
person? Think of all the times that 
you’ve had difficulty putting a feeling 
or experience into words that let 
another understand. It almost always 
falls short. This isn’t a good or bad 
thing, but simply a reality. The irony 
of using words to describe this 
limitation is not lost on me.  
 
If using language to describe human 
persons and personalities is 
imperfect, then how much more does 
it lack when it comes to describing 
God? Several theologians throughout 
the ages of the Church have discussed 
this very problem of analogy. Here, 
analogy is a term that describes 
something that is applied in a way 
that is partly similar and partly 
dissimilar to what the term itself 
signifies.  
 
What does this mean? Let’s use an 
example of goodness. We say that 

God is good; in fact, he is goodness 
itself. We also say that human beings 
are good. There is a difference 
between God’s goodness and ours, 
but we can understand God’s 
goodness by knowing about and 
experiencing human goodness. They 
are linked, but not equivalent. We 
aren’t capable of understanding fully 
what it means for God to be good and 
even if we came close, our language is 
not capable of describing it. 
 
Our words do not represent or define 
God; they signify him. They give us a 
knowledge of God while respecting 
his incomprehensibility. St. Augustine 
famously said, “Si comprehendis, non 
est Deus,” which means, “If you 
comprehend it, it’s not God.” Again, 
this doesn’t mean God is unknowable 
or completely mysterious. Rather, it 
speaks of a deep and simple reality – 
God is God and we are not. Our God 
reveals himself to us and allows us to 
explain him as we are able. 
 
When we say God is almighty, 
eternal, good, and loving, among 
other things, what we actual mean is 
he is the perfection of those things 
themselves. We hear in the first letter 
of John that God isn’t just loving, but 
he is love itself. As his creatures, we 
participate in his perfection.  
 
There are a number of traditional 
divine attributes: God is simple (not 
made up of parts), infinite, eternal, 
one, unchanging, free, self-sufficient, 
absolute, omnipresent (everywhere), 
omniscient (all-knowing), omnipotent 
(all-powerful), benevolent (all-good), 
just, holy, and faithful. These 
attributes don’t make or define God, 
but they allow us to recognize and 
identify that this God exists and he is 
indeed God. There can only be one 
supreme person with these 
attributes; if another had them, then 
that person would be God. Even here, 

I’m limited in the right word, because 
God is not a being or a person, but is 
existence itself.  
 
We use the divine attributes to help 
us know who God is and thus come to 
love him more. A God with these 
attributes is worthy of worship and 
praise. If we don’t properly identify 
who God really is, then we will get a 
lot of other things wrong, like 
discipleship, morality, and 
redemption. Our language of 
theology and the words of scripture 
are necessary in making God 
accessible to us as limited, sensing 
creatures with reason, will, and 
intellect.  
 
It is humbling to realize that a God 
with these attributes, who is 
transcendent in every way, can also 
be close to us, imminent to the daily 
lives of his creatures. He loves, he 
chooses, he desires, and he knows us. 
He allows us to know him too, and to 
choose to love and honor him as best 
as we can. Declaring that God is 
almighty gives him the freedom to 
work in our lives and hearts, ordering 
our very existence according to his 
great plan.  
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

N O V E M B E R  
 

  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF MAGDALENA ARTEAGA 
For the repose of her soul, given by Husband, Children, & 
Grandchildren. 
 
SVASTISALEE FAMILY, ALL BIRTHDAYS & SOULS IN 
PURGATORY 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  
FOR ALL BIRTHDAYS & SOULS IN PURGATORY 
given by Battung Family. 
   
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Marlene Annerino 
Walter Annerino 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Glenn Boyle 
John Clementi 
Maxine Carey 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 

Ron Kelly 
Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 
Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Mary Liszka 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Ramon Perez 

Christine Petry 
Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Beverly Zummerling 

 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

N O V E M B E R   
 

  

JOHN “JACK” GACA 
For the repose of his soul, given by Wife. 
 
ROSALIA KARPINSKI ON HER 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
SULLIVAN, PRENDERGAST, ALVAREZ, & NOVAK 
FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
BOB & DOROTHY ZALUD 
given by Kathy Roberts. 
 
  
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY  10/27: $8,138.25 
       

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope #:  63626: $390.00 
 

 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 

ONLINE/ELECTRONIC  
DONATIONS 

 

$8,881.00 
 

 September 1, 2024 to  
    September 30, 2024 

 

Total number of transactions:  
263 
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For the week of: 
 

November 2nd - November 10th 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Friday  November 8th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Karol & Joanna Marzec (Ilona Szkodon) 
Peace for Daniel Sarlitto 

 

Saturday  November 9th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Birthday Blessings for Melinda Svastisalee (Family) 

All Souls in Purgatory (Melinda Svastisalee) 

Birthday Blessings for Dominick Battung (Rosario Battung) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Thomas Murray (Family) 
Paddy Sheeran (Murphy Family) 

Bob Compton (wife Mary Ellen) 

Matthew & Anna Slowinski (Chiaramonte Family) 

 

Sunday November 10th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin  
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Mary Cerv (Mary Sarlitto) 
Oliver Saucedo (Saucedo Family) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Michael Patrick Byrne (Mom & Dad) 
Claude Wiatrak (Wife Clara) 

Mary Ann Larson (Mary Ann & Tom Milici) 

Edward Feddor Sr. (Wife Theresa) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Israel Garcia (Knights of Columbus) 

David LaDouceur (Arlene Scaletta) 

Health & God’s Blessings for Joan Orsi (Stephanie Moen) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
PRO POPULO  

Saturday  November 2nd 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

ALL SOULS DAY - PRAY FOR ALL SOULS  
 

Sunday November 3rd 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob  
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 

Petra & Miguel Parra (Almendarez Family) 

Mike Sheeran (Murphy Family) 

Christian Furczon 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Valerie Kosiek (Debbie Campagna) 
Rita Mae Sullivan (Family) 

Patrick Carmody (Kathleen Ross & Carmody Family) 

All Living & Deceased Members of the Altar & Rosary Society 
(Altar & Rosary) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 
PRO POPULO  

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Nancy Janda (Douglas Janda) 
Macaria Battung & All Poor Souls in Purgatory  
(Rosario Battung) 

40 Day Anniversary of passing for Ronnie Giron (Family) 

 

Monday November 4th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
Dominic Capparelli (Capparelli Family) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Michael Lynch (Pat Soltis) 
Birthday Blessings for Jacob Petrosky (Rosario Battung) 

 

Tuesday November 5th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
Ted Grzenia (Family) 
Elizabeth Ciolkosz (sister Ann Robertson) 
Birthday Blessings for Fr. Norm (Altar & Rosary Society) 

 

Wednesday November 6th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Jan Turek (Janina) 
Dorothy Rodovicz (sister Ann Robertson) 
 

Thursday  November 7th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Kathy Arvetis (husband) 
Michael Lynch (Barbara Rendak) 
Rosemary Kane (sister Ann Robertson) 

 
 
 
 
f we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Carol Kochan 
Eileen Woulfe 

Manuel Leanos, Sr.  
Bobbie Smith 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Holiday Riches Double Draw Raffle on Sale in the Parish Office 
 

$10 each and 3 for $25…Bonus 15 for $100  
 

One Chance can win both Drawings Dec. 17th and Jan. 14th 
Cash, Prizes, Lottery Baskets, Special Experiences...more 

 

THE BEST PART….Winners choose the prizes they want from the Remaining Drawing Prizes!! 

Fr. Norm Trela Tuition Assistance Fund  
UPDATE 

In 2 months, we have received $9,085.00  
This is a GREAT START - Keep the donations rolling in! 

 

 

 

 

Sponsor a Christmas Poinsettia Memoriam for a Loved one 
Every $25 Donation will receive a special mention in our expanded Christmas Bulletin and 

all of these intentions will be displayed in the Sanctuary alongside Poinsettias and a candle. 
 

Please note: These are sponsorships and not the purchase of poinsettias 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Join us Sunday November 3rd, 2024  
for Mass at 9am  

at our St. Symphorosa worship site.  
 

You are also welcome to join us on  
Tuesday November 5th, 2024 for our meeting 
and luncheon in the St. Rene narthex at 12pm. 

 
We will have a Salad Luncheon in the  

St. Rene narthex.  
In lieu of $7.00 charge members are asked to 

bring a salad. Fellowship to follow regular 
order of business.  

 
SEE YOU THERE!! 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

11/05:  Faith Formation  
     Tuesday class  
   @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
11/05:  Faith Formation Tuesday     
 class/Movie Event @  
 St. Syms Campus.  
 
11/09:  Faith Formation Saturday 
 class @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
11/09:  Faith Formation Bingo Event. 
 
11/17:  Fourth grade family 
      Mass @ 9am. 2nd year Conf. 
  students should attend this  
  Mass as well. 
 
11/17:  Port Lunch Event for 
              Confirmation Students.  
   In the I-Hall, 10am until 11am. 
 
11/23:  Faith Formation 
              Saturday class  
             @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
11/28:  HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 
 
 
 

The Fourth-Grade Family 
Mass will be held on,  

Sunday, November 17th  
at 9:00am at  

St. Symphorosa Church.   
Families are asked to bring 
non-perishable Lunch items 
to be used for an upcoming 

Port Lunch Event.      
(Ex. Apples/oranges, 

granola bars, breakfast 
bars, individual bags of 
chips or cookies, etc.   

A donation box will be 
available in the Narthex.) 

We look forward to 
welcoming all our  

Fourth-Grade Families on 
November 17th.  

 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
 

As we approach the season of giving thanks, the Two Holy Martyrs 
Faith Formation Program will be remembering the needy.   

This year, we will join with our fellow parishioners in once again 
fulfilling one of the Corporal Works of Mercy…Feed the Hungry.   

When our students attend Mass or when they come to  
Faith Formation classes, we are asking them to bring in  

non-perishable food items.   
 

We are thankful for your participation in the  
Thanksgiving Food Drive.  

PORT LUNCH EVENT  
  

Our Faith Formation Confirmation Students 
will participate in a Port Lunch Event on  

Sunday, November 17th. 
 The students and their families are invited to 

attend the 9am Mass at St. Symphorosa.      
Immediately following Mass, the confirmandi are 

invited to help prepare lunches for  
The Port Ministries in the I-Hall.   

Donations are welcome for this endeavor such as  
fresh fruit (apples or oranges), individual bags of 

chips or cookies, breakfast/granola bars,  
small bottles of water, or juice boxes.  
We look forward to welcoming you,  

on November 17th for Holy Mass and  
Port Lunch Event!   

Use the link below to find out more about  
The Port Ministries and all the good work that they 

do.  http://www.theportministries.org/ 

Jesus puts his light 
inside you to shine for 

all the world to see. 

http://www.theportministries.org/
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x9227

www.BrotherRice.org/SummerCamps


