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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 

Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us! 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 
 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 
PARKING AND SAFETY REMINDER 

 
The safety of our parish community is important  and must be taken into consideration 
at each gathering.  Should serious medical or facility issues arise unexpectedly we must 
be prepared.  We ask that you observe parking regulations on both campus locations, 

churches, loading zones, etc.   
 

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We live now in a security camera world. 
 
There aren’t too many places you can go 
today that aren’t being monitored by 
some kind of camera, or drone, or eye in 
the sky. Perhaps it’s a sign of the times 
that we need this kind of “security” to 
deter crime. Whether it’s working or not is 
up for debate. 
 
Even here in the parish and our school, we 
have security cameras. We occasionally 
have an incident take place on or near our 
properties and the cameras help us and 
the Chicago Police Department. 
 
I’ve been formulating a theory lately that 
suggests the more we dismiss God and 
deny God – and the more we ignore or 
deny that there will be an accounting to 
God for how we have lived our life – the 
more we need man-made monitoring to 
“keep people in check.” 
 
This is supposed to be the role of our 
conscience. Conscience helps us hear the 
voice of God; it helps us recognize the 
truth about God and the truth about how 
we ought to live. Conscience is a judgment 
of reason by which we determine whether 
an action is right or wrong. 
 
We must admit, at this point, that a 
person’s conscience can be properly 
formed, or one’s conscience can be ill-
formed. One’s conscience should be 
formed in God’s love and God’s law. A 
properly formed conscience helps us do 
the right thing and steer clear of doing the 
wrong thing. 
 
Our second reading this Sunday from 
Hebrews tells us, “No creature is 
concealed from him (God), but everything 
is naked and exposed to the eyes of him to 
whom we must render an account.” 
 

This should wake us up, but there are far 
too many folks who scoff at the reality of 
God and who scoff at the revealed truth 
from sacred scripture that there will be an 
accounting of our life to the One who is 
Love.  
 
Please don’t read this as God using a 
magnifying glass to closely see you 
cheating on your diet or helping yourself 
to couple “free” olives from the plastic 
tray on the bar that’s supposed to be for 
martinis. 
 
The reality is there are people today 
choosing to plot and carry out evil; both at 
the international level, the national level, 
and the local level. This evil can take many 
forms. We’re quick to point to the 
criminals on our streets wearing gang 
colors, but sometimes gangsters and 
criminals wear fancy suits and ties.  
 
They don’t hang out on the street corner 
but in corner offices of large corporate or 
governmental buildings making decisions 
that harm – directly or indirectly – our 
humanity. 
 
There is a subtle scene in the movie 
Godfather III when young Vincent 
Corleone (Sonny’s son) is introduced to 
Don Lucchesi. The two of them share a 
brief exchange. Vincent admits he is more 
of an enforcer (use of guns) than a finance 
guy. Lucchesi is a finance guy. He knows 
how to work numbers. 
 
This leads Don Lucchesi to say to Vincent, 
“Finance is like a gun. Politics is knowing 
when to pull the trigger.”  
 
Lesson? Money can be used as a weapon. 
 
When we allow God’s love and God’s law 
to penetrate our minds and hearts, we are 
also forming a healthy conscience that 
seeks to love God and love neighbor. 
When God is denied, ignored, or rejected, 
then we open ourselves to dark forces that 
are less than loving; our minds and hearts 
grow dark as does our conscience. 
 
Sadly, there are too many folks in our 
world who are counting on there being no 
God and no accounting to God; many of 
them hold positions of great power and 
they make decisions that affect millions 

and billions of human beings. Who or what 
forms their conscience? Good question. 
 
May our consciences be formed not by 
cameras (or worse), but by a loving God 
who gives us the Holy Spirit and the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit to guide us along the way 
of love shown to us in the Person of Jesus, 
the Christ; the One who is the way, and 
the truth, and the life. 
 
St. John of the Cross wrote, “In the twilight 
of life, God will not judge us on our earthly 
possessions and human success, but 
rather on how much we have loved.” 
 
Watch Out for Scams 
 
A trend in crime in recent years comes 
from people who use a priest’s name 
(which they often take from a parish 
website) to scam people out of money or 
introduce a virus into your computer or 
phone. 
 
Just last week, one of our parishioners 
came to me saying she received a text 
message on her phone from me asking her 
to click on a link to help me out. This was a 
scam. A few years ago, the teachers at our 
parish school received an email from me 
that was bogus. 
 
Please, please, please be careful of these 
scams. Fr. Kevin and I would NEVER reach 
out to you this way, nor would our 
principal, Dr. Berry. These scams come 
from people with sick hearts. They want to 
use a priest’s name (whom you trust) to 
take advantage of your trust. 
 
Some of these scams originate within the 
United States, and some of them come 
from other countries far from the 
southwest side of Chicago. 
 
If you ever are in doubt about a message 
from Fr. Kevin or I, please call the parish 
office and ask questions. We will clarify it 
ASAP. 
 
Quote - “Rather fail with honor than 
succeed by fraud.” -- 

Sophocles 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In examining the first two major 
Church councils, we can get an idea 
of the struggles and questions the 
followers of Jesus were wrestling 
with. At its heart, they were asking 
the question, “Who is Jesus?” Who is 
Jesus in context of Jewish history? 
Who is Jesus in relation to God the 
Father? Who is Jesus in broader 
history of human salvation? These 
questions are important, because 
knowing who Jesus is determines 
how his followers should live. 
Believers had experienced and come 
to profess, either through eyewitness 
or some other encounter, that Jesus 
was Lord and Savior. Now, they had a 
more defined declaration of who 
Jesus is and what he did for creation. 
 
With its proper context in mind, we’ll 
dive into the text of the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan creed. From the 
start, we can find where we get the 
term “creed” in the first place. In 
Latin, this statement of belief starts 
with “Credo”, which means “I 
believe”.  
 
You may remember that when the 
translation of the Mass was updated 
in 2011, we switched from "We 
believe” to “I believe”. This was no 
arbitrary change, and there are good 
reasons for each. The original creed, 
written in Greek, used the first-
person plural “we”. It was important 
for the council fathers to present a 

united front against the heresies of 
Arianism and Apollinarianism. Using 
the plural was a clear message that 
one should find themselves on the 
side of the bishops united with Rome 
in their belief. 
 
Throughout this time, the Apostle’s 
Creed was being used for those being 
baptized. If you’ve been to a 
baptism, you’ll remember that the 
catechumen (person to be baptized) 
or the parents answer questions 
about Catholic belief by saying “I do”. 
These questions are based upon the 
creed written in the second century 
that affirmed personal belief. As the 
common language of the Church 
moved from Greek to Latin, there 
was a shift in what the inclusion of 
the creed at Mass signified. 
 
With Church doctrine more defined 
and widely understood, it was no 
longer as necessary to stress unified 
belief. Instead, believers saw more 
that attending Mass was an 
extension and expression of the faith 
entered into at baptism, in which “I 
believe” is stated. So, the Creed was 
added to the Mass as a verbal 
expression of this understanding. 
Saying in unison, “I believe” affirmed 
that there is a personal aspect of 
faith in relationship with Christ, that 
we all have the same foundation that 
we agree on, and that acknowledge 
that this unity in diversity. 
 
We use the word “believe”, and not 
“know”, “understand”, or “think”. 
This does not mean that the 
statements of the creed are irrational 
or superstitious. Our culture loves to 
say that science is the only way to 
know something. It’s accurate that 
science is good and effective in 
fulfilling its purpose. However, many 
truths are beyond the ability of the 
scientific method to examine or 

determine. Our use of believe is the 
same as the original Greek (pisteuo) 
and Latin (credere), which points to 
being worthy of trust and 
commitment. 
 
Faith is foremost a gift from God 
given to us at baptism, one that 
helps us know who he is and grow in 
trust of his presence and will in our 
lives. Even when it comes to truths 
that are hard to understand, we are 
able to give our unreserved, 
unconditional acceptance because 
we know their source – God. 
 
Belief is always a free choice, so 
forced belief is not true belief. 
Rather, we choose to take a leap 
because we trust the voice of the 
one calling out to us. As the 
Catechism says, “Faith is man’s 
response to God, who reveals 
himself and gives himself to man, at 
the same time bringing man a 
superabundant light as he searches 
for the ultimate meaning of his 
life.” [CCC 26] The creed helps that 
belief by succinctly laying out those 
revealed truths so that we can more 
fully trust in God and more genuinely 
respond to him. 
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

O C TO B E R  
 

  

WILLIAM, ELIZABETH, and TONY BOJARSKI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Bas Rendak. 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF TERESA GUERRERO 
For the repose of her soul, given by Guerrero-Arteaga Family. 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
  
FOR ALL BIRTHDAYS & SOULS IN PURGATORY 
given by Battung Family. 
   
  
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Marlene Annerino 
Walter Annerino 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
John Clementi 
Maxine Carey 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 
Ron Kelly 

Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 
Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Mary Liszka 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Ramon Perez 
Christine Petry 

Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Judith Webber 
Beverly Zummerling 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

 
 
 

SUPER SENIOR  
CLUB NEWS 

 

Join us for our next meetings on Wednesday October 16th 
and October 30th.  Doors open at 11:30am,  

meeting convenes at 12pm(noon) in the St. Rene Narthex.  
 

SEE YOU THERE!! 

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

O C TO B E R   
 

  

JOHN “JACK” GACA 
For the repose of his soul, given by Wife. 
 
HELEN, VIRGIE, and ALICE 
For the repose of their souls, given by Arlene Scaletta. 
 
SULLIVAN, PRENDERGAST, ALVAREZ, & NOVAK 
FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
70th BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS FOR JOE PULIDO 
given by Wife Josie. 
 
  
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY  10/06: $10,864.21 
       

Split the Pot Winning  Envelope #:  63258: $495.00 
 

 
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 
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For the week of: 
 

October 12th - October 20th 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Thursday  October 17th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Priest Vocations 

Michael Lynch (Barbara Rendak) 
 

Friday  October 18th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 

Michael Lynch (MFC) 

 

Saturday  October 19th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Pedro & Aurelia Battung & All Poor Souls in Purgatory  
(Rosario Battung) 
Leo & Ann Kopyszka (Pat Soltis) 

Carbone Family (Eugene Tomassini) 

Health & the Lord’s Blessings for Sylvia Estrada 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Jeanette Prati (Jean Piotrowski) 
Dorothy & Joe Cochara (Chiaramonte Family) 
8 year Anniversary for Dolores Grisko (Family)  
Janet Hohm (Mom & Dad) 

 

Sunday October 20th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO  

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Raul Murillo (Taura Basulto) 
Sam & Lucy Circelli (Art & Katie Carpenter) 
Larry Roberts (Arlene Scaletta) 
Shirley White (Arlene Scaletta) 
Joann Thiese (Sisters & Brother) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Henry & Helen Kroll (Judith Scehovic) 
Richard Mathis (Tony & Debbie Luzzi) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Ralph Schwandt (Daughter Grace) 
Rose Gurgone (Linda & Jim Eckhorn) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Aurelia Battung & All Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 (Rosario Battung) 

Saturday  October 12th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Thomas Murray (Family)  
Lupe & Anthony Mendez (Almendarez Family)  
Mike Nych (Family)  
Bob Compton (Wife Mary Ellen)  
PRO POPULO  

Sunday October 13th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Omar Saucedo (Saucedo-Gonzalez Family)  
Oliverio Saucedo (Saucedo-Gonzalez Family)  

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Happy Heavenly Anniversary to Walter & Frances Szumowski 
(Wes & Debbie Szumowski)  
Erlinda Cordova & All Poor Souls in Purgatory 
(Rosario Battung)  
Joann Thiese (Arlene Scaletta)  
Bud & Doris Carpenter (Art & Katie Carpenter)   

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Florence Capparelli (Capparelli Family)  
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family)  
Henry & Helen Kroll (Judith Scehovic)  
Javier Lepe (Family)   

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Health & The Lord’s Blessings for Marlene & Walter Cannerino 
(Carol Sally) 
Xavier Quintana (Aunt Clarice Quintana) 
Janet Hohm (Mom & Dad) 
 

Monday October 14th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Dolores Zielinski (Pat Soltis & Family) 
All Souls in Purgatory 

 

Tuesday October 15th  
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Birthday Blessings for Diana Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto)  
Health & the Lord’s Blessings for Ofelia Perez 
58th Wedding Anniversary Blessings for  
Melinda & Chayant Svastisalee (Family) 
Birthday Blessings for Alphonso Petrosky &  
All Poor Souls in Purgatory (Rosario Battung) 

 

Wednesday October 16th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy)  

Louie Valenciano (Almendarez Family) 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

St. Francis Pet Blessing Sunday September 29th 
St. Francis must have been smiling down on all the pets who 

attended out annual Pet Blessing on September 29th.  
Special thanks to Fr. Kevin for presiding and  

for his generous portions of Holy water.  
Our pets should be on their best behavior now! 

 
 
 
 
THM Rummage Sale Wrap up 

Thank you to everyone who made last Saturday’s Two Holy Martyrs inaugural rummage sale a success!  
As always, many individuals made this event happen!   

This included the Rummage Sale Committee,  the Parish Office Staff, volunteers, and our THM Maintenance crew.  
 

In addition, there were amazing bakery goods provided and staffed by Altar & Rosary,  
as well as delicious lunch and snack items cooked and served by the Transformation Committee.   
A big “Thank you” also to all of our wonderful vendors who sold a wide variety of unique items.  

Lastly, we can’t forget all of those who attended, purchased some real gems and helped to make this event a great foundation for 
future rummage sale opportunities to build upon! 

 
The pre-Rummage Sale Goal was targeted to generate $1,000. We are pleased to state that the sale revenue exceeds $1,300. 

 It’s important to note that this amount is separate from the Altar & Rosary bake sale proceeds and the Transformation 
Committee proceeds which were managed independently by each of these outstanding parish organizations. 

 
The Rummage Sale Committee consisted of Diana Ramirez Cortes (Chair-person),  

Maggie Koziar, Jackie Guerrero, Mary Lou Kolasinski, Mark Schusteric and Ken Hilliard.  
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

 
 

Two Holy Martyrs Parish is HIRING 

Full/Part Time Maintenance Person 
 

We are currently accepting resumes for a 
Part Time or Full Time Maintenance Position. Interested 

candidates should send a resume and cover letter, 
highlighting experience and interest to 

khilliard@archchicago.org 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 

10/12: Faith Formation 
 Saturday Class @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
10/15: Reconciliation Parent Meeting. 
 
10/19: Reconciliation Parent Meeting. 
 
10/20: Seventh Grade Family Mass @ 9am. 
(2ND Year Conf. students are also invited to 
mass. A Conf. Class follows the Mass in the  

I-Hall 10am until 11am.) 
 
10/22: Faith Formation  
 Tuesday Class @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
10/26: NO CLASSES. 
 
10/29: Confirmation Parent/Student/    
 Sponsor Meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION  
PARENT MEETING 

 

On October 15th & October 19th, parents will gather for a special 
meeting in preparation for their child’s celebration of First 
Reconciliation which takes place in December. 
 
We initially prepare our children for this sacrament as we teach 
them about right and wrong.  And way before they understand 
what sin is, we teach them to say “I’m sorry” when they have done 
wrong or have hurt someone.  Once again, we emphasize that 
parents are the first and primary catechists of their children, using 
“teachable moments” to help their children grow in faith.  
 
The focus of these Parent Gatherings will be to honor your role as 
parents and assist you in that role.   

(parents need only attend one meeting.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Seventh-Grade Family Mass will be held on, 
Sunday, October 20th at 9:00am at  

St. Symphorosa Church.  Families are asked to 
bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to 

our local food pantry.   
(a donation box will be available in the narthex.) 
We look forward to welcoming all our Seventh-

Grade Families on October 20th.  

 
 

October is the  
Month of the  
Holy Rosary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Parent/Student/Sponsor Meeting 
We will welcome our Confirmandi, their parents and 

sponsors to a Confirmation Preparation meeting.   
Our own Pastor, Fr. Robert Regan will be the Presenter.   
We happily anticipate his time with us because we know 
he will encourage our Confirmation candidates to share 
the good news of Jesus by their witness to Gospel values 

and their care for those in need.   
Please remember to include the Confirmation Candidates,  

their parents and sponsors in your prayers.  
(The meetings are scheduled for Oct. 24th and Oct. 29th)      
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable
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Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons
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IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
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and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Massaro

 
Mmassaro@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x9227
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