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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Our responsorial psalm this Sunday is 
worth highlighting. 
 
We sing, “Blessed are they who hope 
in the Lord.” This psalm directs our 
hope toward the One who can 
ultimately satisfy the longing in our 
heart. Hope is not wishful thinking.  
 
“Hope is the confident expectation of 
divine blessing and the beatific vision 
of God.” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 2090). 
 
To have hope is to go about our lives 
with confidence in God, even when 
we experience the sufferings that are 
part of life in this world. Jesus gives 
us assuring words when he says, “In 
the world you will have trouble, but 
take courage, I have conquered the 
world.” (John 16:33). 
 
We, as human beings, must have 
hope. There is great danger when we 
lose hope, and yet we realize how 
easy it is for folks to lose hope. 
People let us down. Our trials and 
tribulations risk becoming too much 
to bear. We think the world should be 
one way and it turns out some other 
way. We might cry out, “Where is 
God in all this?” Is Jesus asleep in the 
boat? Does he not care that we might 
sink? 
 
The events of Good Friday seemed to 
be good reason for the first followers 
of Jesus to lose hope. The guy they 
thought was the long-awaited 
Messiah is arrested, mocked, beaten, 

whipped, spat upon, and crucified. He 
dies upon a cross. Hope lost? Nope! 
Just days later, the most significant 
event in human history takes place; 
the resurrection of Christ. Our 
redemption is at hand. Love is 
stronger than death, and Love is who 
went to the cross to eternally 
conquer sin, evil, and death, but the 
crucifixion means nothing without the 
truth of the resurrection. 
 
This is the point St. Paul is trying to 
get across in our second reading from 
1 Corinthians. The entirety of our 
faith rests upon the truth of the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead. It either happened or it did not 
happen. St. Paul writes, “If the dead 
are not raised, neither has Christ 
been raised, and if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is vain; you are 
still in your sins.” 
 
Christ is risen. He is the reason for our 
HOPE. Bodily death carries no sting 
because death is not the victor. There 
is a reason we call this GOOD NEWS. 
Our soul is immortal. The promise of 
Christ is that if we share his cross, we 
shall also share in his resurrection. 
Our immortal soul will be joined to a 
glorified body when Christ makes all 
things new. 
 
This truth should excite us, inspire us, 
and guide us.  
 
Sadly, there are far too many people 
who remain either indifferent to 
Christ or have chosen to reject him. 
Everyone has their reasons, but we 
do not stop sharing this good news 
with those who cross our path.  
 
Having the theological virtue of hope 
changes how we see things. We need 
not despair every time there is a 
natural disaster, a school shooting, or 
a cancer diagnosis. In time of crisis, 
we respond with love. In faith, we 
carry the cross all the while trusting in 

the Lord. Romans 8:28 reminds us, 
“We know that all things work for 
good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose.” 
My dear friends, stay close to Christ. 
Pray. Participate every Sunday in Holy 
Mass. Receive the Eucharist. Make 
regular use of the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Live out the works of 
mercy. Learn more about our 
beautiful faith by using Formed.org. 
Grow in discipleship. 
 
Keep at bay the despair and anxiety 
being fomented by a godless 
dehumanizing culture. Be a discerning 
consumer, which means carefully 
choosing what you read, what you 
watch, what you listen to on a regular 
basis. Gaze lovingly upon the Lord 
first and allow everything else to flow 
from this primary love. Nurture an 
attitude of gratitude, even for the 
little things in life. 
 
Blessed are they who hope in the 
Lord. 
 
Quote - “Hope has two beautiful 
daughters; their names are Anger and 
Courage. Anger at the way things are, 
and Courage to see that they do not 
remain as they are.” -- St. Augustine 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Passion of Jesus Christ via 
crucifixion is a central aspect of our 
faith. A crucifix can be found in every 
church and on every set of rosary 
beads. Of course, we wouldn’t be 
celebrating the cross without what 
came next – the Resurrection. As we 
hear in the second reading this week 
from St. Paul: “If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is vain; you are still 
in your sins.” 
 
We are proud to profess that while 
yes, Jesus suffered death and was 
buried, “he rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the 
Scriptures.” The Resurrection is the 
turning point of our faith, the 
moment when everything clicked into 
place. The Son of God came to earth 
in human form in order to conquer 
sin and death and bring his people to 
eternal life. The cross demonstrated 
love and obedience, and rising from 
the dead demonstrated power over 
what was once thought 
insurmountable.  
 
The event of the Resurrection has 
been a point of debate over the 
years. Did it really happen? What if 
the disciples just said he was raised 
while they hid his body? Was it all just 
an excuse to start some new religion? 
Did they just want to maintain the 
good vibes and wholesome teachings 
of Jesus in some act of 
remembrance? 

There are four main historical aspects 
that must be contested in order to 
say the Resurrection was a myth or a 
lie. The first is that Jesus died and was 
buried in the first place. All four 
gospels give details about this burial, 
along with including members of the 
Sanhedrin, Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea. Additionally, the Romans 
were experts in execution; there 
wasn’t some scenario in which they 
buried a “nearly-dead” Jesus. 
 
The second is the discovery of the 
empty tomb, first by some of the 
women who followed Jesus, then by 
his disciples. The inclusion of the 
women’s testimony is noteworthy, as 
a group that was fabricating a story 
wouldn’t have rested it on the word 
of women. You’ll remember that in 
those days, the word of a woman was 
never used in court testimony. They 
would not have made Mary 
Magdalene the “Apostle to the 
apostles”. 
 
The third is the word of those who 
Jesus appeared to after the 
Resurrection. There are numerous 
accounts of Christ coming to visit the 
disciples and other followers with his 
resurrected body. The consistency 
and variety of the accounts helps to 
discount the rumors of some mass 
hallucination.  
 
Finally, we have the Acts of the 
Apostles and the convictions of the 
early Church. The disciples professed 
with deep belief that Jesus had not 
only been crucified, but had been 
raised just as he had said he would. 
Both Peter and Paul give lengthy 
sermons on the events of the Old 
Testament and how the passion and 
resurrection fulfilled those promises 
made to God’s people. Apart from St. 
John, all these apostles were 
martyred for their belief and 
affirmation that the Resurrection of 
the Son of God truly occurred. 

The hope with which the Early 
Christians lived because of the 
Resurrection and eternal life was a 
testament to how firmly this belief 
was held. Resurrection was not 
merely bringing a person back to life, 
but a transformation into a new way 
of being. Humanity persisted, but was 
elevated to that of the promised new 
heaven and new earth. It wasn’t some 
vision or illusion of Jesus’ spirit, but 
his actual resurrected body that came 
to the apostles.  
 
There will always be those who wish 
to discredit the fact of the 
Resurrection and write it off as some 
vast 2,000-year-old conspiracy. What 
they miss is that the event of the 
Resurrection is far better attested to 
than many of the historical events we 
take as fact. In the end, these doubts 
are usually engaged with as a way to 
avoid followed the demanding, yet 
life-giving, tenets of Christianity.  
 
Jesus spoke time and again to his 
followers about his impending 
mission and that after dying, he 
would rise on the third day. The fact 
that he did in fact rise acts as a 
confirmation of everything he did and 
taught. The Resurrection wasn’t just a 
happy ending to a nice story, but is 
the essential piece in the history of 
salvation.  
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

F E B R UA R Y  
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
HEAVENLY BIRTHDAY FOR LINDA SULLIVAN 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
ALL DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE CALCAGNO & 
BLUISS FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Kathy Calcagno. 
 
SANDRA PAWLAK 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
 
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Marlene Annerino 
Walter Annerino 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Glenn Boyle 
Maxine Carey 
Rita Cernick 
John Clementi 
MaryEllen Compton 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 

Joan Juris 
Ron Kelly 
Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 
Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Mary Liszka 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Eleanor Pastorek 

Ramon Perez 
Christine Petry 
Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Beverly Zummerling 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

FEBRUARY 
 

 ALL LIVING & DECEASED OF THE SOLTIS, KRZAN 
& PICHLER FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Pat Soltis. 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF ISABEL SILVA 
given by Guerrero-Arteaga Family. 
 
ALL LIVING & DECEASED OF THE GARCIA, 
GONZALEZ & MORENO FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Cruz Family. 
 
ALL LIVING & DECEASED OF THE KOUNTIS, BARA 
& KUDWA FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Dee. 
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY: 02/09/25: $9,028.79  
                                                                               

Split the Pot Winning Envelope #:  63315: $371.00 
                                                                     
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 

 
 
 

ONLINE/ELECTRONIC  
DONATIONS 

 

$8,283.38 
 

 January 1, 2025 to January 31, 2025 
 

Total number of transactions:  
256 

If you would like to make your donation 
online, please visit our website at 
www.twoholymartyrs.org click on the 
DONATE tab, it will direct you to make 
your donation.  
 

Thank you. 

OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

FEBRUARY 
  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
HEAVENLY BIRTHDAY FOR LINDA SULLIVAN 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
ALL DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE CALCAGNO & 
BLUISS FAMILIES 
For the repose of their souls, given by Kathy Calcagno. 
 
SANDRA PAWLAK 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
 
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  
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For the week of: 
 

February 15th - February 23rd 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Friday February 21st 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Charles & Dollie Gusline (Daughter Clara) 
Doris Gregory McCarthy (Berry Family) 
 

Saturday February 22nd 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Barbara & Donald Suda (Marie Zilka) 

Paulino Villarreal, Sr. (Family) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Ronnie Giron (Giron Family) 
Bernard & Maryann Whitehead (Family) 
Dolores Michalski (Gorniak Family) 
Ronald Koziol (Family)

 

 

Sunday February 23rd 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Paulino Villarreal, Sr. (Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin| Choir 

PRO POPULO 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Rosa Munoz (Giron Family) 
James Wilkins (Mary Wassink) 
Flora Sferrino (Karen Walsh) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Florence Wilkins (Mary Wassink) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
Tadeusz Dana (Daughter Ela & Family) 
Bernadette Simpson (Barbara Rendak) 

Paulino Villarreal, Sr. (Family) 

Saturday  February 15th 
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Valentina & Felix Almendarez (Almendarez Family) 
Rick Michalowski (Gerald &Karen Sendra) 
Randy Cara (Maryellyn Cara) 
Josephine & Mike Nych (Family)

 

 

Sunday February 16th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

PRO POPULO 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Ann Calcagno (Kathy Calcagno) 
Rich Newtoff (Family) 
MaryAnn Larson on her 1st Anniversary (Family) 
Bill Haas (Family) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin| Choir 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Birthday Blessings for Virginia Cruz (Family) 
Health & God’s Blessings for Jerry Hughes  
(Saint Vincent DePaul Family) 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
Eileen Woulfe (Woulfe Family) 
Nancy Janda (Linda & Greg Kujawa) 
25th Anniversary for Daria Kucenas   (Daughter) 

 

Monday February 17th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Gratitude to the Blessed Mother (Ann Roberts) 
 

Tuesday February 18th 
08:00 AM| St. Symphorosa 

Birthday Blessings for Geneva Battung (Rosario Battung) 
13yr Anniversary for Bobby Soltis (Mom) 
Birthday Blessings for Sophia Svastisalee Smets  
(Svastisalee Family) 

 

Wednesday February 19th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Pat Wodarczyk (Barbara Rendak) 
Gavino Cordova & All Poor Souls in Purgatory  
(Rosario Battung) 
25th Anniversary for Judy Stejbach (Val Kulczak) 
 

Thursday February 20th 
08:00 AM | St. Symphorosa 

Michelle Valestin (Sister Pat) 
Paulino Villarreal, Sr. (Family) 

 
 
 
If we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether 
we live or die, we are the Lord’s. - Romans 14:8 

Eternal Rest 
Ralph Perri 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
Upcoming Events: 

 

2/18:   Faith Formation  
           Tuesday Class  
           @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
2/22:   Faith Formation 
           Saturday Class  
           @ St. Syms Campus. 
 
2/23:   Eighth Grade Family Mass. 
            and  
           Confirmation Retreat. 
 
3/04:   Faith Formation  
           Tuesday Class @  
 St. Syms Campus.  
 Reconciliation for  
 Confirmation students. 
 
3/08:   Faith Formation 
           Saturday Class @  
 St. Syms Campus. 
 Reconciliation for  
 Confirmation students. 

  

 

 

Faith Formation Program Emergency Closing Information 

IMPORTANT REMINDER…. 
in the event of a heavy snowfall, or inclement weather you 

can access Emergency Closing information for our 
program by going to the:  

Two Holy Martyrs Website 
 at twoholymartyrs.org  

(St. Symphorosa & St. Rene)   
In the event of an emergency closing, this announcement 
would be the First Message to appear on the website at 

the top of your screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPIRIT DAY RETREAT 
 

On February 23rd,  
our Confirmation Candidates from 
our Faith Formation Program will 
gather for their Pre-Confirmation 

Spirit Day Retreat.  This special day 
will begin at the 9:00am Mass and 
then continue into the I-Building.  

This spiritual day will be filled with 
activities that are prayerful, 

reflective, and, at the same time, fun.  
We invite all our parishioners to pray 
for our Confirmation Candidates as 
they continue their journey toward 

the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 
 
 
 

Confirmation 
 

On Sunday, March 16th we will Celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation at  
St. Rene Church.  There will be a Mass at 12:00pm and a Mass at 4:00pm.   

Eighty students from our Faith Formation Program and from St. Symphorosa 
School will be Confirmed by the Most Reverend, Bishop Bartosic, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Chicago.  The students have worked very hard at preparing for this special day 

and we ask that you remember them, their sponsors, and parents in your prayers.   
Practice for this sacrament will take place at St. Rene Church on Wednesday, 

March 12th at 6:00pm. And another practice will take place on Thursday,  
March 13th at 6:00pm.  The Confirmation Candidate and Sponsor need to attend 

the practice in which they were assigned.  If, for some important reason, the 
Sponsor is unable to attend, the student must be accompanied by a parent. 

 

 

 

 
 

RECONCILIATION BEFORE CONFIRMATION 
 

As the Confirmation Candidates prepare to receive the sacrament of 
Confirmation they will first participate in the sacrament of Reconciliation with 
their classmates on Tuesday, March 4th and Saturday, March 8th, during their 

regularly scheduled classes.  These students continue to work hard on their 
journey toward the celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation, which is 

scheduled to take place on March 16th. 
We ask that you remember them, their sponsors, and parents in your prayers.   
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

DAVE AMATO’S  
DAYTON  

AUTO REBUILDERS, INC.
Family Owned & Operated 30 Yrs.

State Of The Art Body Shop
6843 W. 60th Pl.

773-586-1418



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Two Holy Martyrs, Chicago, IL              A 4C 01-4065

David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2141


