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WELCOME TO 
TWO HOLY MARTYRS PARISH 

MASS SCHEDULES 
ST. SYMPHOROSA 

6135 S. Austin Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60638 

ST. RENE GOUPIL 
6949 W. 63rd Place 
Chicago, IL 60638 

SUNDAY MASS  SUNDAY MASS 

9 AM | 12 PM 7:30 AM | 10:30 AM 

MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS MONDAY — SATURDAY MASS 

8 AM mass is held during: 8 AM mass is held during: 

February | April | June 

August | October | December 

January | March | May 

July | September | November 

RECONCILIATION SATURDAY VIGIL 

TUESDAYS | 6 PM—7 PM 4 PM 

 RECONCILIATION 

 SATURDAYS | 3 PM—3:45 PM 

All are welcome to join in praying the Rosary after 8 AM mass Monday through 
Saturday! Come meditate on Christ with us!  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE FIRE LANES 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Robert Regan  
PASTOR 

Rev. Kevin Gregus 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR  

Rev. Norman Trela 
RETIRED PRIEST  

PASTORS EMERITUS  

Rev. Ted Bojczuk 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Peter Paurazas 
PASTOR EMERITUS 

Rev. Idzi Stacherczak  
PASTOR EMERITUS 

PARISH STAFF 

Ken Hilliard 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR  
EXT. 222 

Magdalan Koziar 
OFFICE & TUITION COORDINATOR  
EXT. 248 

Irene Perconti 
ADMINISTRATIVE  
ASSISTANT EXT. 241 

Peg Siebenaler 
FAITH FORMATION 
COORDINATOR  EXT. 226 

David Boyle 
MUSIC DIRECTOR EXT. 225 

Dcn. Raul Duque 
PARISH ORGANIST 

Mark Schusteric 
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

Jacqueline Guerrero 
BULLETIN & GENERAL  
OFFICE ADMIN EXT. 221 

SCHOOL STAFF 

Kathy Berry 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Chris Garza 
ASSISTANT SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact the Two Holy Martyrs  
St. Vincent de Paul at (312) 316.3725 

PARISH OFFICE 
6135 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

Located on Austin between  
the school and church buildings  

 

773.767.1523 
 

 www.twoholymartyrs.org 
 

 info@twoholymartyrs.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—4 PM 

 

SATURDAY 
9 AM – 12 PM 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
6125 S. Austin Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

773.585.6888 
 

 www.stsymsschool.org 
 

 office@stsymphorosaschool.org 
 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 
9 AM—3 PM 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION   
773.767.1523 Ext: 226 

 msiebenaler@archchicago.org  
 

 

mailto:msiebenaler@archchicago.org?subject=Question%20about%20Faith%20Formation%20at%20Two%20Holy%20Martyrs%20Parish
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FR. BOB’S WEEKLY BLOG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

One of the challenges in our 
current culture is the 24/7 news 
cycle. 
 
Unless we intentionally unplug 
and distance ourselves from the 
TV, radio, computer, or smart 
phone, the “news” is coming at us 
all day long. News we need. News 
we don’t need. We live in an age 
of information overload and 
saturation. 
 
The prolonged overconsumption 
of news and media can rattle our 
soul and steal our peace. We are 
bombarded with “News Alert,” 
and “Breaking Story.” Day after 
day, week after week, month after 
month, and this begins to wear us 
down. This agitates our soul. 
 
We find ourselves despairing of 
the world we live in and losing 
hope. The people in the news 
ratings game are seldom 
concerned with the wellness of 
your soul and your spiritual life.  
The primary concern of the 
“news” business today is ratings 
and revenue. It’s about clicks and 
getting more eyeballs on a story 
for advertising reasons, and less 
about getting the truth of a story 
to the people. 
 
We certainly cannot check out as 

informed citizens. We need to be 
informed about important 
matters. What we can do is 
balance the news of the day with 
the Good News, which is the 
Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
We live with a newspaper in one 
hand and the Holy Bible in the 
other. We hold in tension this 
world and eternal life. 
 
Mary, the Blessed Mother, serves 
as a model for us in times of 
trouble. In our gospel this Sunday, 
the Wedding at Cana, the hosts 
ran out of wine. This would have 
been a huge embarrassment for 
the family. Mary intervenes and 
turns to Jesus. She instructs the 
servers by saying, “Do whatever 
he tells you.” These are Mary’s 
last recorded words in sacred 
scripture. She points to her Son 
and says, “Do whatever he tells 
you.” 
 
This is wonderful advice from our 
spiritual mother. Her role is always 
to direct us to the One who is able 
to change water into wine. She 
models for us humility and trust, 
even during times when it might 
seem as if all hell has broken 
loose. 
 
It’s not a coincidence that Jesus’ 
first miracle took place during a 
humble wedding. For he is the 
Bridegroom who has come to wed 
heaven and earth; divinity and 
humanity. He is the Mediator, and 
he desires to marry our hearts to 
his Sacred Heart. 
 
Divine love will not force itself. 
Love makes the offer and waits for 
our response; waits for our “I do.” 

What is our response to Love? Can 
we confidently say, “I do,” or are 
do we hesitate with, “Um, not 
yet.” 
 
The One who changes water into 
wine desires to change our minds 
and hearts, and the good Lord 
does this with the power of the 
Gospel and the truth of the 
Paschal Mystery. The word Gospel 
means good news or glad tidings. 
The good news of Jesus reminds 
us that Love is stronger than 
death, and that Love went to the 
cross to eternally conquer sin, evil, 
and death. Yes, this is the Gospel 
truth we’re invited to keep in 
mind amidst the bad news that 
comes our way in this world. 
Knowing this, we can maintain a 
healthy balance that nurtures 
hope when dark forces tempt us 
toward despair. 
 
Our hope is not in a what, but a 
Who. Who is our hope? Christ. 
Let’s do what he tells us. 
 
Quote -- “There is no love without 
hope, no hope without love, and 
neither love nor hope without 
faith.” -- St. Augustine 
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FR. KEVIN’S GREGORIAN RANTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

We’ve come to one of the key 
words in the Nicene Creed, one 
towards which we have been 
building in our examination of the 
relationship between the Father 
and the Son. Remember, the Arians 
argued that Son was not divine, or 
at least not fully divine, and was 
created by the Father. The Council 
Fathers fought this with phrases 
like “only-begotten” and “God from 
God”. In order to hammer home 
the equal divinity of the Father and 
the Son, they turned to the world 
of Greek philosophy to explain the 
relationship.  
 
They used the Greek term 
“homoousios”, which we translate 
in English as consubstantial. It’s a 
fancy word, but it has deep 
meaning. It means “one in being” 
or “of the same substance”. To 
understand this, we’ll need to dive 
briefly into metaphysics, which 
dates back to the time of Plato and 
Aristotle and looks into the truths 
beyond the material world. 
 
The substance of a things is its 
truest essence, the fundamental 
core of a thing. It is anything that 
exists in and of itself. If you change 
the substance, it becomes 
something else entirely. This is 
opposed to an object’s accidents, 
or the properties of an object. 
These are categories like size, color, 

quality, location, or action.  
A t-shirt is a t-shirt; its substance is  
t-shirtness. If I dye it a new color, 
or place it in the washing machine, 
or apply a logo, it still remains a t-
shirt. Something like color can’t 
exist without a substance to apply 
it to. However, two t-shirts next to 
each other have different 
substances; this t-shirt is not that  
t-shirt, although they are united in 
having the nature of a t-shirt.  
 
So, when we say something has the 
same substance as another, they 
share the same central nature and 
essence. The Son has the same 
substance as the Father, which is 
supreme divinity. Both are co-equal 
and co-eternal. 
 
The inclusion of homoousios was 
novel for the Council of Nicaea. It 
had not been a term previously 
attributed to Trinity, which had 
primarily been described by Biblical 
language. It wasn’t customary to 
use philosophical terms, but it was 
not completely out of the question. 
Members of the early Church, 
including St. Paul, would have been 
exposed to Greek philosophy and 
many of them used it in developing 
their theology. It was included 
because of the clarity of the term in 
the effort to rule out any 
suggestion that the Son was 
created from nothing. 
 
Many have and continue to object 
to the use of philosophy and 
reason in religious discourse. The 
theologian Tertullian famously said, 
“What has Athens to do with 
Jerusalem?” He objected to using 
secular and non-religious terms and 
ideas to explain theological 
concepts. However, the majority of 

the Church Fathers understood 
that truth is truth. If a philosophical 
term or notion explained some 
known truth, then it was from God 
because he is truth itself.  
 
Theologians throughout the ages 
have continued to use philosophy 
and other fields, such as science 
and art, to bring clarity to 
understanding the mysteries of 
God. As we’ve discussed, it will 
always remain analogous because 
our language can never properly 
describe the fullness of divinity. 
While we remain based in scripture 
and revelation, Christians are able 
to borrow terms that help explain 
what we know to be true about 
God. There is no need to be afraid 
on non-religious terms and ideas; 
we can be open to adopt terms like 
the Council Fathers did.  
 
The later councils helped to further 
clarify the full extent of what 
homoousios entailed but the 
concerns that it wasn’t scriptural 
did not last long. It provided a 
major step in explaining the 
mystery of the Trinity in which 
three divine persons share one 
substance and essence as God. The 
key is to avoid the Trinitarian 
heresies, which we’ll cover next 
time.  
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OUR SANCTUARY CANDLES  
Burning before the Blessed Sacrament are offered for 

the following intentions for the month of  
  

 

JA N UA RY  
 

  

VINCE PORCELLI & MARIA PORCELLI 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
 
In the lighting of candles, we remember and truly live the words 
of Our Lord:  "I am the Light of the World." In the lighting of the 
sanctuary candles we honor a loved one, living or deceased.  

Arnold Adaska 
Guadalupe Almendarez 
Marlene Annerino 
Walter Annerino 
Sharon Arends 
Fr. Ted Bojczuk 
Glenn Boyle 
Maxine Carey 
Rita Cernick 
John Clementi 
MaryEllen Compton 
Margaret Dalton 
Karen Holmes 
Joan Juris 

Ron Kelly 
Sharon Labiak 
Elena LeCompte 
Natalie LeCompte 
Debbie Lipien 
Mary Liszka 
Rosemary Litwin 
Joelee MacMaster 
Rich Marcello 
Cathy Mazeika 
Clarence Oleszkiewicz 
Eleanor Pastorek 
Ramon Perez 
Christine Petry 

Ann Robertson 
Michael Roman 
Adan Sanchez 
William Serpico 
Katrina Sigafoose 
Karen Singer 
Manuel Soto 
Shirley Tloczek 
Fr. Norm Trela 
Beverly Zummerling 

Please Join Us in Praying for the Sick 

Due to privacy laws, names may only be added by immediate family members. Please call 
the parish office to add or remove a name.  

OUR MARIAN CANDLES 
Lord God, with the lighting of this candle, through the 

intercession of the Virgin Mary, His mother, please 
hear our intentions for the month of  

 
  

JA N UA RY   
 

  

MARY FERRITER 
For the repose of her soul, given by Family. 
 
RUSS GONSOWSKI, MILLIE & RICH NEWTOFF 
For the repose of their souls, given by Family. 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF MARISOL GUERRERO 
given by Guerrero-Arteaga Family. 
 
    
In the lighting of the Marian candles we ask for the Blessed 
Mother’s intercession as we honor a loved one, living or 
deceased.  

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

 PARISH OFFERTORY: 1/12/25: $10,845.50 
                                                                               

Split the Pot Winning Envelope #:  63388: $365.00  
                                                                     
To our registered parishioners, please remember a minimum of $5 is 
required to participate. 
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For the week of: 
 

January 18th - January 26th 

Presiders are subject to change without notice. 

Friday  January 24th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 

Peace for Daniel Sarlitto 
 

Saturday  January 25th 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil 
Richard Zilka (wife Marie) 
Janet Heitz (Marie Zilka) 
Theresa Tulik (Marge Tulik) 

04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Kevin 

Rick Michalowski (Family and Friends) 
Anthony & Rose Bluiss (Kathy Calcagno) 
Good Health & the Lords Blessings for Dylan Kresten & his 

Family (Ron & Joan Kelly) 
 

Sunday January 26th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Vincent Salamendo (Terri & Dan Domarsky) 
Helena Para (Pat Soltis & Family) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob| Choir 

Bruce Andrew Renz (Ramazinski Family) 
Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Charles & Elvira Garcia (Children) 
Jose Navarro (Children) 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

PRO POPULO 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Bob 
 4 year anniversary for Krystyna Dana  
(Daughter Ela & Family) 

 

Saturday  January 18th   
04:00 PM | St. Rene Goupil  | Presider:  Fr. Bob 

Rick Michalowski (Gerald & Karen Sendra) 
Mary Ann (Sheedy) Garbauski (Friends) 
Bernard & MaryAnn Whitehead (Family) 
Charles & Conception Volanti (Family) 

 

Sunday January 19th 
7:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob 

Joseph & Josephine Dyniakoski (Family) 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 

9:00 AM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 

PRO POPULO 

10:30 AM | St. Rene Goupil| Presider: Fr. Bob| Choir 

Jeanette Prati (McNamara Family) 
Christine Newsone (Toni & Debbie Luzzi) 
Louis “Gino” DiCrescenzo 

12:00 PM | St. Symphorosa| Presider: Fr. Kevin 
All Poor Souls in Purgatory 
Joseph Slowinski (Daughters & Families) 
 

Monday January 20th 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
Gene Koszka (Pat Soltis & Family) 
Health and the Lord’s Blessings for Julia Marie O’Shea & Andy 

O’Shea (Julie McTernin) 
 

Tuesday January 21st 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 

All Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 

Wednesday January 22nd 
08:00 AM| St. Rene Goupil 
Vince Porcelli (Wife Judy) 
Birthday Blessings for Laura Sarlitto (Mary Sarlitto) 
Ronnie Giron (Giron Family) 

 

Thursday  January 23rd 
08:00 AM | St. Rene Goupil  

Priest Vocations 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PARISH FAITH FORMATION 
Upcoming Events: 
 
1/19:  Belonging Mass for First 
 Communion Students. 
           
1/21:  Faith Formation  
           Tuesday Class  
           @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
1/25:  Faith Formation 
           Saturday Class  
           @ St. Syms Campus. 

 &                                                                             
First Communion  

 Bread Meeting. 
 
1/26:   2nd Year Conf. students 
            should attend the 9am 
           mass. A Conf. class follows 
            the Mass in the I-Hall  
           10am until 11am. 
 
2/04:   Faith Formation  
            Tuesday Class  
            @ St. Syms Campus.  
 
2/08:   Faith Formation 
            Saturday Class  
            @ St. Syms Campus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On January 18 and January 25,  

our First Communion Candidates along with their parents are invited to a  
Special Communion Bread Meeting/Retreat.   

As part of this celebration, we will pray together, tell stories about our Holy 
Communion Masses from the past and partake in the sharing of bread with one 

another. Important information regarding the actual Communion Ceremony will be 
discussed.   

Parents are welcome to ask any questions they may have concerning this 
momentous occasion.   

In addition, at the very end of our retreat everyone will have the opportunity to 
view the film “Grandma’s Bread”.   

(The movie, “Grandma’s Bread” deals with the very sensitive issue of the death of a 
grandparent.  Therefore, if you decide you and your child need to skip this movie, 

you have that option.) 
We are looking forward to seeing all our First Communion families  

at the Bread Meeting Celebration! 
Thank You God for the Eucharist, and the joy it brings into our lives.  Happy are we 

who have been called to the Lord’s Table!   

 
 

 
 
 
 

BELONGING SERVICE 
 

On Sunday, January 19, at both the 9:00am. Mass, and 
the 10:30am Mass, our Faith Formation Students and  

Second Graders from St. Symphorosa School preparing 
for Holy Communion will be received as candidates for  

First Eucharist.   
The candidates are invited to bring a loaf of sandwich 

bread to Mass.   
The bread symbolizes Jesus,  

The Bread of Life.   
All the bread will be donated to our local food pantry.   

  
  
  
  
  

Faith Formation Program Emergency Closing Information 
  

IMPORTANT REMINDER…. 
in the event of a heavy snowfall, or inclement weather you can access Emergency Closing information for our program by going 

to the: Two Holy Martyrs Website at twoholymartyrs.org  
(St. Symphorosa & St. Rene)   

In the event of an emergency closing, this announcement would be the First Message to appear on the Website at the top of 
your screen.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Confirmation students who will be Confirmed on  
March 16, 2025, are asked to attend the 9:00am Mass on  
Sunday, January 26th at St. Symphorosa Church. 
A Confirmation Class follows this Mass … the class will be held in the 
I-Hall, 10am until 11am. Students are asked to bring non-perishable 
Lunch items to be used for our next Port Lunch Event.  
(Ex. Apples/oranges, granola bars, breakfast bars, individual bags of 
chips or cookies, etc.  A donation box will be available in the Narthex.) 
We look forward to welcoming All our Confirmation students on 
January 26th at 9am. 
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PARISH SCHOOL NEWS 
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Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE. NO EXCEPTIONS.

Your Parish Funeral Home 
Distinctive and Afforable

6158 S. Central Ave. • 4635 S. Wallace St.
773-581-9000 • Chapelc.com

Robert J. Moynihan & Co. – Thomas McInerney’s Sons

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              Two Holy Martyrs, Chicago, IL              A 4C 01-4065

David Matuszak, CFP®, AIF®

Financial Advisor
david.matuszak@sisfp.com  
Investments • Retirement Planning • Annuities 
401k/IRA Rollovers

 
• Life Insurance • Estate Planning

708-645-8812 • www.sisfp.com 
Investment advice offered through Strategic Investment Solutions, an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

KASH LAW OFFICES, LLC

6545 WEST ARCHER AVE., CHICAGO 

773-586-1050

James J. Kash 

Attorney 

• Wills 
• Trusts 
• Real Estate

• And Other Legal Services

Sales - Service 
Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces
• Air Conditioners
• Boilers
• Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  

773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM.COM  
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Julie Blanford

 
jblanford@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2141

www.BrotherRice.org/SummerCamps


